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Vocational training 2019

Altogether 320,100 students in vocational education

According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, a total of 320,100 students attended
education leading to a vocational qualification in 2019. Fifty-one per cent of them were women.
Of the students, 241,100 studied in initial vocational education, 53,900 in further vocational
education and 25,100 in specialist vocational education. Starting from 2019, the data are mainly
based on the Finnish National Agency for Education's Koski database.
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The variation in the shares of men and women viewed by fields of education was large. Of all students,
the share of women was 84 per cent in the field of health and welfare and 13 per cent in the field of
information and communication technologies (ICT). The field of education divided most evenly by gender
was the field of services, where 53 per cent were women. New students numbered 124,600. Of the new
students, 86,600 attended initial vocational education, 27,200 further vocational education and 10,800
specialist vocational education. Twenty-six per cent of new students studied in the field of engineering,
manufacturing and construction, 23 per cent in the field of services and 19 per cent in the field of business
and administration.
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Altogether 70 per cent of the students attended education according to the reform of vocational education
(Vocational Education and Training Act 531/2017). Of all students, 20 per cent had completed training
agreement periods and 19 per cent apprenticeship training periods. Both training agreement and
apprenticeship training periods had been completed by two per cent of students. Not all students had
completed these periods at the time of review.

At the autumn cross-sectional period on 20 September, a total of 168,100 students attended initial vocational
education leading to a qualification. The cross-sectional number of students is not comparable with the
number of students in previous years. In 2019, the data for the cross-sectional period on 20 September
include all students attending initial vocational education, regardless of the method of education (see
Appendix table 1).
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Altogether, 71,600 students completed a vocational qualification in 2019. A total of 47,800 initial vocational
qualifications were completed, 16,100 further vocational qualifications and 7,700 specialist vocational
qualifications. The number of attainers of qualifications was 10 per cent lower than in the previous year.
Fifty-four per cent of them were women. Nearly one half, 48 per cent, completed a qualification in the
fields of engineering, manufacturing and construction, and business and administration.

Twenty-four per cent of the qualifiers had apprenticeship training periods. Ten per cent of those with
qualifications had training agreement periods. One per cent had both apprenticeship training and training
agreement periods. If the completion of a qualification was started before the new criteria entered into
force (1 August 2018), the qualification can be completed according to the old criteria until 31 December
2021. Sixty-five per cent of qualifications did not include training agreement or apprenticeship training
periods.

More detailed information on vocational education students and completers of qualifications, for example,
by region of education and age can be found in the database table.



http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__aop/?tablelist=true
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Appendix table 1. Students and qualifications in vocational education by type of education and

method of education 2019

)

Students Of whom women Qualifications

Of whom women

%

%

Vocational education total’ 320 058 162 640 50,8 71579 38 909 54,4
Initial Total 241110 117 749 48,8 47 777 24 633 51,6
vocational ;. ational education reform 161898 81421 50,3 7576 4569 60,3
education

Vocational upper secondary education and

training 60626 25124 41,4 27900 12419 445

Competence-based qualification 185861 11204 60,3 12301 7645 62,1
Further  Total 53889 30244 56,1 16121 9793 60,7
Zﬁﬁiﬂi’.ﬁi' Vocational education reform 44202 24806 56,1 10679 6600 61,8

Competence-based qualification 9 687 5438 56,1 5442 3193 58,7
Specialist | Total 25059 14 647 58,5 7681 4483 58,4
‘égﬁig‘t’lgi' Vocational education reform 18810 11449 60,9 4240 2628 62,0

Competence-based qualification 6 249 3198 51,2 3441 1855 53,9

1) The criteria for education in accordance with the vocational reform valid starting from 1 August 2018. The transition period for

education to the old criteria continues until 31 December 2021.
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