
Dwellings and Housing Conditions 2008, overview

Young people's households live in rented dwellings
Seventy per cent of the household-dwelling units whose oldest member was under 30 years of age lived according
to Statistics Finland in rented housing at the end of 2008. Of all dwellings with permanent residents one third or
764,200 were rented dwellings and 1,638,700 owner-occupied ones.

Data on dwellings and living conditions for 2008 were released in May 2009. This is a wider-coverage review
of the previous release including, among other things, a general overview and time series tables. The form of
tenure of a dwelling is a new item of data included.

Household-dwelling units by tenure status of the dwelling and age of the oldest person
Tenure statusAge of the oldest person

Other or
unknown

Rented
dwelling

Owner occupied dwellingHousehold-dwelling units total

96 401764 1991 638 7322 499 332Household-dwelling units total
1 26118 62494120 82615 - 19 years
5 692110 35120 153136 19620 - 24 years
7 431106 12966 579180 13925 - 29 years
7 62669 586106 756183 96830 - 34 years
6 75752 554113 902173 21335 - 39 years
8 83758 779143 155210 77140 - 44 years
9 37359 885157 109226 36745 - 49 years
9 34757 931163 628230 90650 - 54 years
9 99856 535177 494244 02755 - 59 years
9 27548 736187 804245 81560 - 64 years
5 75730 397134 859171 01365 - 69 years
4 62227 031121 825153 47870 - 74 years
3 92024 710106 733135 36375 - 79 years
3 48222 31681 385107 18380 - 84 years
3 02320 63556 40980 06785 - years

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 15.12.2009
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Housing Conditions in Finland 2008
Over 2.7 million dwellings
At the end of 2008, there were 2 768 000 dwellings in Finland. The dwelling stock went up by 36 000 dwellings
from the previous year. From year 1990, the building stock has increased by 558 000 dwellings, or by about
31 000 dwellings per year. The growth in the building stock has been slowing down from the preceding decade.
In the 1980s, the building stock still grew, on average, by 37 000 dwellings per year. Residential building
construction has centred in the biggest cities. Over 77 per cent of the dwellings completed in the 1995-2008
period are located in urban areas. Number of dwellings with no permanent residents increased by about 13 000
from the year before to 269 000 dwellings.

New dwellings usually in blocks of flats
One half of Finns live in detached houses, although only 40 per cent of dwellings (1 112 000) are in detached
houses. There are 382 000 terraced houses, i.e. 14 per cent of the dwelling stock. Of all dwellings, almost one
half (44%), or 1 2191 000, are in blocks of flats, although only one third of the population live in blocks of
flats. As recently as 1990, the numbers of dwellings in detached houses and in blocks of flats were still almost
equal. At that time, dwellings in blocks of flats numbered 939 000 while those in detached houses numbered
only 4 000 fewer. The number of dwellings in blocks of flats has been growing in the 1990s. At the end of
2008, dwellings in blocks of flats outnumbered those in detached houses by 106 000. The number of terraced
houses has grown tenfold since 1970. In 1970 they only numbered 30 000 but the figure had gone up to 382 000
by the end of 2008.

Average floor area of dwellings 79 square metres
The average floor area of a dwelling was 79.1 square metres. The average floor area of the dwelling stock has
grown by about 19 square metres since 1970. In 2008 the average floor area of a one-room unit is 34 square
metres, that of a two-room unit 55 square metres, and that of a three-room unit and a kitchen 79 square metres.
The average floor area of an owner-occupied dwelling is 94 square metres and that of a rented dwelling 54
square metres. Despite the growth in the average size of dwellings, there are about 117 000 dwellings of under
30 square metres. In contrast, only 26 per cent of dwellings have a floor area of over 100 square metres. There
are 405 000 one-room units with a kitchen or kitchenette, i.e. 15 per cent of the dwelling stock. The most
common type of dwelling is two rooms and a kitchen or kitchenette. These two-room units make up about
830 000 dwellings, about 30 per cent of the total dwelling stock.

Average size of household-dwelling units 2.09 persons
There were 2 499 000 household-dwelling units, of which 1 015 000, i.e. 41 per cent, were single-person
household-dwelling units. The average size of a household dwelling unit was 2.09 persons. In 1970 the average
size was still three persons. In urban municipalities the average size of a household-dwelling unit is 2.03 persons
and in rural municipalities 2.23 persons. The urbanmunicipalities havemore household-dwelling units consisting
of one person only (43 %) than the rural municipalities (36 %). One household-dwelling unit has, on average,
81 square metres of living area at its disposal, or 39 square metres per person. The floor area per person decreases
considerably when the size of the household-dwelling unit grows. On average, single-person units have 58
square metres and two-person units 43 square metres, but six-person units only 21 square metres per occupant
at their disposal.

Owner-occupied dwellings have more living space than rented dwellings, when measured by floor area per
person. The average floor area per persons of a household-dwelling unit living in an owner-occupied house is
41 square metres, while a unit living in a rented dwelling only has 32 square metres of floor area per person.

There are also differences between the average living space of rented dwellings. Non subsidised rented dwellings
have slightly more floor area per person than other rented dwellings, 33 square meters. In government-subsidised
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rented dwellings there are 32 square meters floor area per person and ininterest-subsidised rented dwellings 30
square meters. Right of occupancy dwellings have 31 square meters living space per person.

Floorarea (square meters) per person by number of persons 1990-2008
Number of personsYear

7+persons6persons5persons4persons3persons2persons1personAll
household-dwelling
units

14,819,021,725,029,437,051,831,41990
15,019,021,925,330,439,254,033,41995
15,419,422,526,031,440,855,635,32000
16,320,423,727,332,342,457,037,52005
16,720,923,328,032,943,358,038,62008

One in four Finns live in overcrowded dwellings
At the end of 2008, there were 228 000 overcrowded household-dwelling units in which a total of 947 000
persons lived. A household-dwelling unit with more than one person per room is considered overcrowded,
which means that a single-person household is not regarded as overcrowded. Fifteen per cent of
household-dwelling units other than single-person ones are overcrowded and one in four Finns live in
overcrowded dwellings. The number of overcrowded household-dwelling units fell by 2 300 and the number
of people living in overcrowded dwellings by 11 000 from the previous year.

One quarter of the population live in rented dwellings
The proportion of rented dwellings of all permanently occupied dwellings was 31 per cent, but 1.3 million, or
one quarter of the population, lived in rented dwellings. The reason for this difference is that smaller
household-dwelling units live in rented dwellings than in owner-occupied dwellings. Rented dwellings number
was over 824 000 at the end of the year 2008. The number has grown by 278 000 dwellings since 1990. At the
end of 2008, the number of right of occupancy dwellings was over 32 000, and almost 43 per cent of them were
located in the Capital Region.

Dwelling by tenure status 1960 – 2008

Renting is a tenure status preferred by young people in particular. As the age of the oldest person of a
household-dwelling unit goes up the proportion of those living in rented dwellings goes down. 70 per cent of
the household-dwelling units with oldest person aged under 30 and one third of those with oldest persons aged
30 to 44 live in rented dwellings, while only 22 per cent of the household-dwelling units where the oldest person
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is aged over 45 do so. The household-dwelling units where the oldest person is aged 45 to 74 are the most likely
to own houses. 43 per cent of the households-dwelling units meeting this age criterion are owner-occupiers of
detached houses. Age groups older than this are less likely to own houses. The most common mode of dwelling
at a later stage in life is an owner-occupied flat in a housing corporation.

24 000 persons aged over 65 live in blocks of flats with more than three storeys
with no lift
There are 21 000 blocks of flats with more than three storeys and almost one fifth, or over 3 300, of them have
no lift. Dwellings in blocks of flats with more than three storeys and no lift number 109 000 and 148 000
occupants, of whom 24 000 are aged over 65, live in them. It is even less usual to have a lift in a three-storey
building. 12 per cent of the 342 000 dwellings in buildings with three storeys are in blocks of flats that have a
lift. Nearly half a million Finns, 72 000 of them aged over 65, live in three-storey buildings with no lift.
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Appendix tables

Dwellings by amenities in 1960-2008
200820001990198019701960

2 767 9252 512 4422 209 5561 838 0581 463 2211 211 200Dwellings totalAmenities
2 714 6392 475 7372 132 6711 659 7651 088 789623 927Sewer
2 719 9652 463 9162 105 7011 642 1881 054 301569 946Piped water
2 671 1812 393 9492 052 8291 542 514897 768428 323Flush toilet
2 680 3672 400 9821 984 8781 465 347760 178281 182Warm water
2 742 3782 487 9921 938 6281 256 644571 453190 057Bathing facilities
2 585 9332 301 9031 963 8191 474 325819 665377 158Central heating
1 463 1201 212 227931 908548 264....Sauna in

dwelling
100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0Dwellings total%

98,198,596,590,374,451,5Sewer
98,398,195,389,372,147,1Piped water
96,595,392,983,961,435,4Flush toilet
96,895,689,879,752,023,2Warm water
99,199,087,768,439,115,7Bathing facilities
93,491,688,980,256,031,1Central heating
52,948,342,229,8....Sauna in

dwelling

Floorarea per dwelling by type of building 1970-2008
Floorarea per personOther

buildings
Blocks of
flats

Attached
houses

Detached
houses

Buildings
total

18,954,051,073,066,060,01970
26,355,554,871,783,669,31980
28,959,156,372,092,873,91985
30,560,355,870,893,873,81988
31,060,255,870,594,974,21989
31,459,755,870,295,374,41990
31,959,655,870,196,674,81991
32,356,955,870,197,174,81992
32,756,555,970,198,075,11993
33,056,555,970,198,775,31994
33,456,755,970,199,275,51995
33,759,056,070,299,775,71996
34,158,656,070,2100,175,81997
34,559,056,070,3100,676,01998
34,960,456,170,7101,176,51999
35,359,856,170,0101,976,52000
35,861,256,170,1102,676,82001
36,359,956,270,2103,577,02002
36,759,756,270,3104,177,32003
37,259,656,270,4104,977,62004
37,559,256,270,6105,378,12005
38,060,456,370,7106,578,42006
38,360,656,470,9107,178,82007
38,660,856,471,0107,879,12008
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Household-dwelling units by number of persons 1960-2008
Number of personsYear

Average
size

4+ persons3 persons2 persons1 personTotal

3,34539 645229 824245 921188 9951 204 3851960
2,99523 777284 336323 640288 9701 420 7231970
2,73476 349322 321392 367376 9041 567 9411975
2,64495 859345 769457 667482 4761 781 7711980
2,56493 664347 127514 825532 0941 887 7101985
2,53487 421345 669532 147551 3691 916 6061986
2,50479 399343 287551 640573 2481 947 5741987
2,46471 018339 981569 977600 7171 981 6931988
2,44464 720335 155583 894624 7622 008 5311989
2,42460 280332 295597 928646 2292 036 7321990
2,40456 118330 233610 619668 9672 065 9371991
2,38453 509327 772619 098693 8252 094 2041992
2,36451 499326 651625 489716 0522 119 6911993
2,34444 801324 803638 086740 8372 148 5271994
2,31437 769323 921652 608766 6362 180 9341995
2,29430 975321 986663 929781 9012 198 7911996
2,28425 053320 379676 422799 3372 221 1911997
2,25417 296317 842692 650819 4182 247 2061998
2,23409 849315 633708 112839 3162 272 9101999
2,21403 557312 646722 437856 7462 295 3862000
2,19394 909310 149741 726882 5592 329 3432001
2,17389 806307 241753 595903 4402 354 0822002
2,15385 221303 554766 068923 2362 378 0792003
2,14381 099300 491777 790942 7112 402 0912004
2,12377 535297 276789 950964 7392 429 5002005
2,11374 614294 518801 068983 6262 453 8262006
2,10372 957292 140811 596999 8122 476 5052007
2,09370 899290 820822 6391 014 9742 499 3322008
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