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Living in overcrowded dwellings became more widespread
in Greater Helsinki in 2014
According to Statistics Finland, at the end of 2014, the number of household-dwelling units in
Finland was 2.6 million, 1.1 million of which were living alone, that is, 42 per cent of all
household-dwelling units. Living in overcrowded dwellings continued to be more widespread in
Greater Helsinki. Overcrowding became more common particularly in foreign-language speaking
household-dwelling units. In the whole country, there are 227,000 household-dwelling units living
in overcrowded conditions, including 937,000 persons.

Share of household-dwelling units living in overcrowded dwellings
in all household-dwelling units , %

Nineteen per cent of two million household-dwelling units were living in overcrowded conditions in 1989
(384,000 household-dwelling units) and the corresponding share was only around nine per cent in 2014
(227,000 household-dwelling units).

In Greater Helsinki, the share of household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions in all
household-dwelling units was falling until 2005, after which the share has grown yearly. The number of
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household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions in Greater Helsinki was at its lowest in 2006,
when 46,700 household-dwelling unit were living in overcrowded quarters. In 2014, 10.5 per cent of the
534,000 household-dwelling units in Greater Helsinki were living in overcrowded conditions, whichmade
up 56,000 household-dwelling units.

A household-dwelling unit is formed by all persons living permanently at the same dwelling. A
household-dwelling unit is defined as living in an overcrowded dwelling if it consists of more than one
person per one room, when the kitchen is not counted as a room.

Overcrowding become more common in foreign-language speaking
household-dwelling units
The number of household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions has grown particularly in
household-dwelling units consisting of at least one person speaking a foreign language. The number of
foreign-language speaking household-dwelling units has doubled between 2005 and 2014. In 2014, eighteen
per cent of all household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions were foreign-language speakers.
Overcrowded foreign-language speaking household-dwelling units comprised 165,000 persons.

Overcrowding decreased further in household-dwelling units where only national languages are spoken.
The decrease was slower than in previous years. Between 2005 and 2006, the number of national-language
speaking household-dwelling units went down by 8,300 and in 2013 to 2014 by only 1,600. In 2014,
overcrowded household-dwelling units speaking national languages included 772,000 persons.

Seventy-four per cent of all household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions were
household-dwelling units with children. A household-dwelling unit with children refers to a
household-dwelling unit with at least one underage person having the status of a child.

Household-dwelling units living in overcrowded conditions by language and area in 2005 to 2014

Greater Helsinki (Helsinki, Espoo, Vantaa and Kauniainen)Whole country

Foreign-language
speaker

Household-dwelling
units speaking
national languages

TotalForeign-language
speaker

Household-dwelling
units speaking
national languages

Total

9,26637,71746,98320,014222,747242,7612005

10,17136,56946,74021,543214,455235,9982006

11,26835,87947,14723,407207,363230,7702007

12,42036,22948,64925,569202,888228,4572008

13,47436,25449,72827,543200,221227,7642009

14,52536,26850,79329,862197,650227,5122010

16,15436,21352,36732,761193,576226,3372011

17,31335,72953,04235,257189,682224,9392012

18,72935,63454,36338,058188,087226,1452013

20,09035,88555,97540,646186,527227,1732014
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Household-dwelling units by number of person 1960-2014

Number of personYear

Average size4+ persons3 persons2 persons1 personTotal

3,34539 645229 824245 921188 9951 204 3851960

2,99523 777284 336323 640288 9701 420 7231970

2,73476 349322 321392 367376 9041 567 9411975

2,64495 859345 769457 667482 4761 781 7711980

2,56493 664347 127514 825532 0941 887 7101985

2,53487 421345 669532 147551 3691 916 6061986

2,50479 399343 287551 640573 2481 947 5741987

2,46471 018339 981569 977600 7171 981 6931988

2,44464 720335 155583 894624 7622 008 5311989

2,42460 280332 295597 928646 2292 036 7321990

2,40456 118330 233610 619668 9672 065 9371991

2,38453 509327 772619 098693 8252 094 2041992

2,36451 499326 651625 489716 0522 119 6911993

2,34444 801324 803638 086740 8372 148 5271994

2,31437 769323 921652 608766 6362 180 9341995

2,29430 975321 986663 929781 9012 198 7911996

2,28425 053320 379676 422799 3372 221 1911997

2,25417 296317 842692 650819 4182 247 2061998

2,23409 849315 633708 112839 3162 272 9101999

2,21403 557312 646722 437856 7462 295 3862000

2,19394 909310 149741 726882 5592 329 3432001

2,17389 806307 241753 595903 4402 354 0822002

2,15385 221303 554766 068923 2362 378 0792003

2,14381 099300 491777 790942 7112 402 0912004

2,12377 535297 276789 950964 7392 429 5002005

2,11374 614294 518801 068983 6262 453 8262006

2,10372 957292 140811 596999 8122 476 5052007

2,09370 899290 820822 6391 014 9742 499 3322008

2,08369 836291 056830 8431 025 6582 517 3932009

2,07368 818290 767837 2341 040 3782 537 1972010

2,07366 719289 600846 6791 053 0702 556 0682011

2,06364 974289 058855 8161 069 9332 579 7812012

2,05364 063287 960864 5941 082 9962 599 6132013

2,04363 682286 621869 4541 098 0232 617 7802014
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Appendix table 2. Floorarea per dwelling by type of building 1970-2014, whole dwellingstock

Floorarea per personOther buildingsBlocks of flatsAttached housesDetached housesBuildings total

18,954,051,073,066,060,01970

26,355,554,871,783,669,31980

28,959,156,372,092,873,91985

30,560,355,870,893,873,81988

31,060,255,870,594,974,21989

31,459,755,870,295,374,41990

31,959,655,870,196,674,81991

32,356,955,870,197,174,81992

32,756,555,970,198,075,11993

33,056,555,970,198,775,31994

33,456,755,970,199,275,51995

33,759,056,070,299,775,71996

34,158,656,070,2100,175,81997

34,559,056,070,3100,676,01998

34,960,456,170,7101,176,51999

35,359,856,170,0101,976,52000

35,861,256,170,1102,676,82001

36,359,956,270,2103,577,02002

36,759,756,270,3104,177,32003

37,259,656,270,4104,977,62004

37,559,256,270,6105,378,12005

38,060,456,370,7106,578,42006

38,360,656,470,9107,178,82007

38,660,856,471,0107,879,12008

38,960,956,571,1108,079,42009

39,160,756,571,2108,479,52010

39,461,256,571,2109,079,82011

39,661,156,571,3109,579,92012

39,860,656,571,3109,979,92013

39,960,756,471,3110,880,02014
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