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Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2011
According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2011 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 25 per cent, French by 17 per cent,
Spanish by 16 per cent and Russian by seven per cent of the completers of upper secondary
general school education. The proportions of those having studied other foreign languages
remained at four per cent or below. They also vary considerably between genders in several
languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2011

Share of
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.630 6215511930 591English

92.228 34015711025 6362 536Swedish

6.72 05511340271 983Finnish

16.75 1412 5171 14787419584French

24.87 6323 0601 5031 404281 637German

7.22 2221 388612500172Russian

0.010611-2Sami

1.64944265711-0Latin

15.74 8293 0481 65376-52Spanish

3.51 0628681922-0Italian

1.33973943000Other

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, French, Spanish, Russian and other foreign languages had
beenmainly studied as an elective language. A total of 30,751 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2011. 13,048 of the completers were men and 17,703 were women.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 14.12.2011
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In spring 2011, 41 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 34 per
cent of female students and 52 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.

2



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2011, male.....4

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2011, female...4

3



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2011, male

Share of male
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.612 992000412 988English

91.811 972972011 081792Swedish

6.7872121013837Finnish

8.91 15659820917510164French

20.62 6931 1145184946561German

5.673344920915060Russian

0.05400-1Sami

1.4188165212-0Latin

8.71 13879230921-16Spanish

1.8235188470-0Italian

1.01291272000Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2011, female

Share of female
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.617 6295511517 603English

92.516 368609014 5551 744Swedish

6.71 18310130141 146Finnish

22.53 9851 9199386999420French

27.94 9391 946985910221 076German

8.41 489939403350112Russian

0.05211-1Sami

1.7306261369-0Latin

20.83 6912 2561 34455-36Spanish

4.78276801452-0Italian

1.52682671000Other
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