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Subject choices of students 2011

Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general school education

Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2011

According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2011 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 25 per cent, French by 17 per cent,
Spanish by 16 per cent and Russian by seven per cent of the completers of upper secondary
general school education. The proportions of those having studied other foreign languages
remained at four per cent or below. They also vary considerably between genders in several
languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2011

Studied Compulsory | Compulsory Elective Elective Elective Total  Share of
language A-languages language language B2, language B3, at language, fewer completers of full
B1 at least six least six than six courses upper secondary
courses courses general school
syllabus, %
English 30 591 19 1 5 5/ 30 621 99.6
Swedish 2536 25636 0 1 157 28 340 92.2
Finnish 1983 27 0 34 11 2055 6.7
French 584 19 874 1147 2517 5141 16.7
German 1637 28 1404 1503 3060 7632 24.8
Russian 172 0 50 612 1388 2222 7.2
Sami 2 - 1 1 6 10 0.0
Latin 0 - 1 57 426 494 1.6
Spanish 52 - 76 1653 3048 4829 15.7
Italian 0 - 2 192 868 1062 3.5
Other 0 0 0 3 394 397 1.3

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, French, Spanish, Russian and other foreign languages had
been mainly studied as an elective language. A total of 30,751 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2011. 13,048 of the completers were men and 17,703 were women.

Helsinki 14.12.2011 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



In spring 2011, 41 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 34 per
cent of female students and 52 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2011, male

Studied Compulsory Compulsory Elective Elective Elective Total | Share of male
language A-languages language |language B2, language B3, language, fewer completers of full
B1 at least six at least six than six upper secondary
courses courses courses general school
syllabus, %
English 12 988 4 0 0 0| 12992 99.6
Swedish 792 11 081 0 2 97 11972 91.8
Finnish 837 13 0 21 1 872 6.7
French 164 10 175 209 598 1156 8.9
German 561 6 494 518 1114 2693 20.6
Russian 60 0 15 209 449 733 5.6
Sami 1 - 0 0 4 5 0.0
Latin 0 - 2 21 165 188 1.4
Spanish 16 - 21 309 792 1138 8.7
Italian 0 - 0 47 188 235 1.8
Other 0 0 0 2 127 129 1.0

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2011, female

Studied Compulsory | Compulsory Elective Elective Elective Total  Share of female
language A-languages language language B2, language B3, language, fewer completers of full
B1 at least six at least six than six courses upper secondary
courses courses general school
syllabus, %
English 17 603 15 1 5 5/ 17 629 99.6
Swedish 1744 14 555 0 9 60| 16 368 92.5
Finnish 1146 14 0 13 10 1183 6.7
French 420 9 699 938 1919 3985 225
German 1076 22 910 985 1946 4939 27.9
Russian 112 0 35 403 939 1489 8.4
Sami 1 - 1 1 2 5 0.0
Latin 0 - 9 36 261 306 1.7
Spanish 36 - 55 1344 2256 3691 20.8
Italian 0 - 2 145 680 827 4.7
Other 0 0 0 1 267 268 1.5
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