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Discontinuation of education 2016

Discontinuation of education decreased further

In the academic year 2015/2016, discontinuation of education decreased from the previous year
in upper secondary general school education, vocational education, university of applied sciences
education and university education. In all, 5.0 per cent of students discontinued their studies and
did not resume them in any education leading to a qualification or degree. Discontinuation of
education decreased for the fourth year in a row. These data derive from Statistics Finland’s
Education Statistics.
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The percentages of discontinuation were 3.0 per cent in upper secondary general education aimed at young
people, 7.3 per cent in vocational education aimed at young people, 7.2 per cent in university of applied

sciences education (university of applied sciences degrees), and 6.1 per cent in university education (lower
and higher university degrees) in the academic year 2015/2016.

Helsinki 14.3.2018 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



Women discontinued most often their vocational education, men their
university of applied sciences education

If students who have changed their sector of education, e.g. students who have switched from upper
secondary general school to vocational education, are not calculated as discontinued students, the
percentages of discontinuation are lower. Students in upper secondary general education and in university
of applied sciences education changed their sector of education most frequently. Women and men changed
their sector of education equally often.

Women discontinued their education leading to a qualification or degree less often than men in the academic
year 2015/2016. Women discontinued most often their vocational education, men their university of applied
sciences education. Women discontinued their studies more often than men only in vocational education.

Discontinuation of education leading to a qualification or degree by sex and sector of education
in academic year 2015/2016 R

Sex / sector of education Number of students | Discontinued in Changed Discontinued
used in the own sector of sector of completely
statistics on education education education leading
discontinuation of to a qualification
education 20 Sept. or degree
2015 % % %

Total 466 147 6,1 1,1 5,0

Men Upper secondary general education (aimed

and at young people) 95 543 3,0 1,5 1,4

WOMEN '\/scational education (aimed at young

people) 118 881 7,3 0,8 6,5

University of applied sciences education

(university of applied sciences degrees) 127 371 7,2 1,3 5,9

University education (Bachelor’s and

Master’s degrees) 124 352 6,1 0,8 5,3
Men Total 223 391 6,9 1,1 5,8

Upper secondary general education (aimed

at young people) 40 536 3,4 1,6 1,8

Vocational education (aimed at young

people) 65 189 7,2 0,5 6,6

University of applied sciences education

(university of applied sciences degrees) 60 111 8,9 1,5 7.4

University education (Bachelor’s and

Master’s degrees) 57 555 6,9 0,8 6,1
Women | Total 242 756 5,3 1.1 4,2

Upper secondary general education (aimed

at young people) 55 007 2,7 1,5 1,2

Vocational education (aimed at young

people) 53 692 7.4 1,1 6,4

University of applied sciences education

(university of applied sciences degrees) 67 260 57 1,2 4,5

University education (Bachelor’s and

Master’s degrees) 66 797 54 0,7 4,7

1) Numbers of students used in calculating discontinuation differ from total numbers of students, because part of students had to
be removed from the data (see the quality description, only in Finnish). The data do not include the Police University College,
Aland University of Applied Sciences and the University of Oulu, because discontinuation of studies could not be calculated due
to insufficient monitoring data.

The database tables of these statistics contain information on discontinuation of studies by sector of
education in different fields of education and regions.



http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__kkesk/?tablelist=true#_ga=1.66912680.744369017.1482319571

More information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of
studies and Employment of students.

Discontinuation also decreased slightly in apprenticeship training. The number of students having
discontinued apprenticeship training during and after the probationary period was lower than in a couple
of previous years. In all, 659 students discontinued apprenticeship training during the four-month
probationary period in 2016, which is 1.3 per cent of all students in apprenticeship training. A total of
3,223 students discontinued apprenticeship training after the probationary period, which is 6.3 per cent of
all students in apprenticeship training. The total number of students in apprenticeship training was 50,788
in 2016.

A total of 387 students had discontinued studies in one way or another in comprehensive school during
the 2016/2017 academic year. The number of those who had completely dropped out from compulsory
education in the spring term was 73 and those over the age of compulsory education having left school
without a leaving certificate from comprehensive school was 314. Forty per cent of all school drop-outs
were girls. The number of girls among those who had completely dropped out from compulsory education
was 40, and 113 among those having left comprehensive school without a leaving certificate.

The statistics describe the discontinuation of post-comprehensive school education leading to a qualification.
Data concerning discontinuation in the academic year 2015/2016 have been obtained by examining the
situation of students in September 2016 having attended education in September 2015. If a person has not
continued education or obtained a qualification during this period, he/she is counted as having discontinued
education. In order to calculate the discontinuation, students have been followed in a certain logical order
where completion of a qualification is always prioritised above studying. The calculation of discontinuation
is described in more detail in the quality description (only in Finnish).



http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opku/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opku/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opty/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/kkesk/laa.html
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Discontinuation of education in upper secondary general, vocational, university
of applied sciences and university education in academic years 2000/2001 to 2015/2016, %

Academic year  Sector of education

Upper secondary general Vocational education University of applied University education

education (aimed at (aimed at young people) sciences education (Bachelor's and Master's

young people) (university of applied degrees)

sciences degrees)

2000/2001 4,2 13,1 9,5 4,2
2001/2002 4.1 12,3 7.6 53
2002/2003 3,7 11,3 8,2 5,0
2003/2004 3,8 10,7 8,4 4,8
2004/2005 3,9 10,5 8,7 54
2005/2006 4,2 10,5 9,2 5,8
2006/2007 4,2 10,2 9,0 5,6
2007/2008 4,5 9,8 9,2 6,1
2008/2009 3,9 8,5 8,6 6,2
2009/2010 4,0 9,1 8,6 5,9
2010/2011 4,0 9,1 8,8 6,5
2011/2012 3,5 8,7 8,5 6,4
2012/2013 3.4 8,5 8,3 6,9
2013/2014 34 7.6 8,3 6,7
2014/2015 3,1 7,6 7,6 6,2
2015/2016 3,0 7.3 7.2 6,1




Appendix table 2. Comprehensive school drop-outs in academic years 1999/2000 to 2016/2017

Academic year Those having Those having left comprehensive school without a Number of 9th graders in

dropped out leaving certificate? spring term

completely from Total In comparison with the number

compu!so:))/ of 9th graders at the end of

SeLEsn spring term, %
1999/2000 90 193 0,29 66 821
2000/2001 69 210 0,33 64 512
2001/2002 63 191 0,31 62 095
2002/2003 79 161 0,26 61419
2003/2004 67 178 0,28 64 456
2004/2005 70 218 0,34 64 350
2005/2006 60 178 0,27 66 473
2006/2007 55 152 0,23 66 230
2007/2008 47 115 0,17 67 388
2008/2009 39 150 0,23 65 687
2009/2010 41 152 0,23 65 560
2010/2011 95 180 0,28 64 125
2011/2012 86 212 0,34 61778
2012/2013 85 202 0,33 60 323
2013/2014 78 269 0,46 58 554
2014/2015 71 301 0,51 58 919
2015/2016 94 315 0,54 58 707
2016/2017 73 314 0,54 58 376

1) Such persons of compulsory education age who did not take part at all in comprehensive school education during the academic
year and starting from the academic year 2010/2011 during the spring term are regarded as having dropped out completely from
compulsory education. Data starting from the academic year 2010/2011 are not fully comparable with earlier years. There may
be such persons in each grade of school.

2) Those having left comprehensive school without a leaving certificate are those past the age of compulsory education who did not
complete the whole comprehensive school syllabus during their compulsory education.
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