
Patenting 2012

Most international patents for the electronics industry in
2012
According to Statistics Finland, the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and the European
Patent Office (EPO) granted a total of 1,833 patents to Finnish enterprises and associations in
2012 of which over one-half were directed at the electronics industry. The industry that received
the second most patents was the metal industry.

Patents granted to enterprises and associations in certain industries
in 2012

A total of 631 patents were granted in Finland to domestic enterprises and associations in 2012, which is
almost the same number as in the previous year (647 patents). Most patents were granted to the branches
of the metal industry, which received 260 patents.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 31.10.2013
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In 2012, the number of domestic patent applications made by enterprises amounted to 1,290, which was
more than in 2011 (1,261 applications). The number of utility design applications of enterprises remained
at the 2011 level in 2012 and was 271.
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Patenting 2012
The number of patents applied for in Finland in 2012 increased from the year before. A total of 1,825
patent applications were made, of which the number of domestic applications grew, while the number of
foreign applications remained unchanged.

Figure 1. Patent applications filed in Finland by IPC section, 2012

The number of patent applications made by both Finnish enterprises and private persons increased from
the previous year in 2012. Most applications on behalf of enterprises and associations were filed in the
metal and engineering industry, 365 applications by 118 enterprises. A majority of domestic patent
applications were filed in Uusimaa with a 37 per cent share.

In 2012, a total of 835 patents were granted in Finland to domestic and foreign applicants. The number
of granted patents decreased only slightly from 2011 (846). A majority of the granted patents, 704, were
granted to Finnish enterprises and private persons. In all, 131 patents were granted abroad, of which more
than one-half were directed at the United States and Germany.

In 2012, fewer patents were granted to enterprises in Finland than in the year before, 631. Just like in
2011, most patents were granted to the metal industry. A majority of the patents granted in Finland were
directed at performing operations and transporting, while most foreign patents were granted to the section
of mechanical engineering.
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Figure 2. Patents granted in Finland by IPC section, 2012

In 2012, European patents that came into effect in Finland numbered 5,252, of which most were granted
in the sections of chemistry and metallurgy, as well as human necessities. The main holder countries of
European patents were the United States, Germany and Switzerland.

Figure 3. Patents granted and validated in Finland, 2002–2012
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Figure 4. Selected countries shares of European patents validated
in Finland, 2011 and 2012

Finnish enterprises or associations received 656 patents through the European Patents Office (EPO), while
the number of granted patents grew by close on one hundred compared to the previous year. Patents were
granted to 173 different enterprises or associations and the number of enterprises grew by 32 per cent from
2011.

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) also granted more patents to Finnish enterprises
and associations in 2012 than in 2011, a total of 1,177. The number of enterprises that received patents
grew by some 20 per cent from 2011, to 205. Most patents were granted to activities in the metal industry
and electronics industry.

A total of 474 utility design applications were made in 2012, of which 444 applications were made by
Finnish applicants. Most utility design applications were made in the sections of fixed constructions and
human necessities. The industry that made the highest number of utility design applications was the metal
industry.

The utility design applications made by enterprises remained at the 2011 level with 271 applications. There
was no major change in utility design applications made by private persons either, as the number amounted
to 173 in 2012.
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Figure 5. Utility model applications filed in Finland by IPC section,
2012
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Patent applications filed in Finland, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2005–2012

Applications totalForeign applicationsDomestic applications totalEnterprise/ associationPrivate assigneeYear

51993480171910386811985

64824414206813607081990

63644240212413937311995

2913338257518836952000

2061226183513714642005

2018205181313944192006

2012211180113494522007

1946148179813974012008

1931127180414034012009

1833102173113563752010

1774128164612613852011

1825128169712904072012

Appendix table 2. Domestic patent applications by region, 2008–2012

YearRegion

20122011201020092008

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

16971646173118041798Regions Total

632602643701719Uusimaa

242616Itä-Uusimaa1)

136123107150122Varsinais-Suomi

5143484541Satakunta

4262325435Kanta-Häme

168168207162196PIrkanmaa

4141566364Päijät-Häme

2323322332Kymenlaakso

4643333035South Karelia

7159354342Etelä-Savo

5765838563Pohjois-Savo

4538374031North Karelia

8681115111107Central Finland

2923281625South Ostrobothnia

8269525663Ostrobothnia

1058811Central Ostrobothnia

931011099595North Ostrobothnia

914141613Kainuu

2319191316Lappi

2211Åland

5365476771
Unknown /
Foreign countries

Was included in the Uusimaa region 1.1.20111)
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Appendix table 3. Domestic patent applications and domestic patents granted to enterprises and
associations by industry (TOL 2008), 2012

Domestic patents 2012Domestic applications 2012Industry

Number of
enterprises

PatentsNumber of
enterprises

Applications

2676315191290Total

145412245721C Manufacturing, total

31161310-12 Food industry

1241013-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

6311310516-17 Wood and paper industry

1731255819-22 Chemical industry

7826011836524-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

23525312126-27 Electrical and electronics industry

17252649Other manufacturing

1157D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

144931105F Construction

21254756G Wholesale and retail trade

14204688J Information and communication

924217472 Scientific research and development

416777151M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

22334788Other industries

Appendix table 4. European patents validated in Finland by IPC-section and resident country of
assignee, 2012

H:ElectricityG:PhysicsF:
Mechanical
engineering

E: Fixed
constructions

D:
Textiles,
paper

C:
Chemistry,
metallurgy

B:Performing
operations,
transporting

A: Human
necessities

Total of
patents

Resident
country
of assignee

899467274161227129383510965252
Total of
countries

261910314163211131Finland

2071293511513711093031216
United
States

105869251772262751431055Germany

2734237310654135389Switzerland

12428717965152375Japan

56341777945150316France

23241275594262234Great Britain

3615181513213137186Sweden

688127293452156Italy

22166412362633155Netherlands

10061857127
Republic of
Korea

891312411435122Denmark

49842471333120Belgium

8681291231995Austria

3613334177891Canada

62413195691China

224111971450Spain

5532391340Norway

42201664833993303

Total of
other
countries
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Appendix table 5. Patents granted to Finnish enterprises and associations by European Patent
Office and US Patent and Trademark Office by industry (TOL 2008), 2012

US Patent and Trademark Office 2012European Patent Office 2012Industry

Number of
enterprises

PatentsNumber of
enterprises

Patents

2051177173656Total

113963116512C Manufacturing, total

443510-12 Food industry

222213-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

51481716-17 Wood and paper industry

2143183219-22 Chemical industry

361255112624-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

367622631326-27 Electrical and electronics industry

913817Other manufacturing

23D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

334237F Construction

910810G Wholesale and retail trade

27371116J Information and communication

143871572 Scientific research and development

28531626
M Professional, scientific and technical activities
(excl. 72)

9391340Other industries

Appendix table 6. Domestic utility model applications of enterprises and associations by industry
(TOL 2008), 2011 and 2012

20122011Industry

Number of
enterprises

Domestic
applications

Number of
enterprises

Domestic
applications

204271203276Total

111164112163C Manufacturing, total

341110-12 Food industry

4422
13-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear
industry

1219162116-17 Wood and paper industry

1822151719-22 Chemical industry

5380558224-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

82292626-27 Electrical and electronics industry

13131414Other manufacturing

2411D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

20231519F Construction

28322932G Wholesale and retail trade

91044J Information and communication

223472 Scientific research and development

25282437
M Professional, scientific and technical activities
(excl. 72)

781516Other industries
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