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Structure of Earnings 2019

Wages and salaries higher in Uusimaa than elsewhere in
the country

According to Statistics Finland’s Structure of Earnings statistics, the median for total earnings
of full-time wage and salary earners was EUR 3,139 per month in 2019. Of the regions, median
earnings were highest in Uusimaa, EUR 3,441. Median earnings were lowest in South Savo,
EUR 2,829. Besides earnings for regular working hours, total earnings also include all bonuses
and benefits in kind, but not one-off pay items such as performance bonuses or holiday bonuses.

Medians for total earnings of full-time wage and salary earners by
region in 2019
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Distribution of wages and salaries is bigger in Uusimaa than in other regions

The earnings of the highest earning decile (9th decile) in Uusimaa are clearly higher than in other regions.
The highest earning decile earned EUR 6,000 or more in Uusimaa while in the other regions the earnings
of the highest decile were EUR 4,747 or more. The earnings of the lowest earning decile (1st decile) in
Uusimaa do not differ as much from the corresponding earnings level in other regions. In Uusimaa 10 per
cent of full-time wage and salary earners earned EUR 2,301 or less, while in the rest of the country the
lowest decile earned EUR 2,187 or less.

Helsinki 11.3.2021 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



Distribution of monthly total earnings of full-time wage and salary
earners: 1st and 9th deciles by region in 2019
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In the whole country the lowest decile earned EUR 2,222 or less and the highest decile EUR 5,238 or
more.

As a result of the bigger dispersion of wages and salaries, pay differentials are much bigger in Uusimaa
than in other regions. In Uusimaa the highest earning decile earned at least 2.6 times more than the lowest
earning decile. In other regions, the corresponding pay differential varied from 2.3 in Pirkanmaa to 2.0 in
South Savo, Kainuu and North Karelia.

In both Uusimaa and other regions, the most common monthly earnings of full-time wage and salary
earners were between EUR 2,500 and 2,999. In other regions than Uusimaa, earnings were more common
in relative terms in this bracket and in the bracket below (EUR 2,000 to 2,499), while wages and salaries
from EUR 3,500 up were more common in Uusimaa than in the rest of the country.

Relative shares of wage and salary earners by bracket (total
earnings/month) in Uusimaa and other regions in 2019, full-time
wage and salary earners
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Differences in average earnings and dispersion of earnings between regions are partly caused by differences
in the structures of wage and salary earners between regions. More people work in professional occupations
in Uusimaa than in other regions. In Uusimaa, around 30 per cent of wage and salary earners worked in

professional occupations, while in other regions the share was around 20 per cent. In these occupational
groups the earnings level was on average higher than in other occupations. In relative terms, more wage
and salary earners in Uusimaa also had tertiary level qualifications than in other regions.

The top management of private sector enterprises is excluded from the Structure of Earnings statistics.
This may alleviate the pay differentials described in the statistics relative to actual pay differentials
especially in Uusimaa.

Median earnings of wage and salary earners highest in information and
communication

Among the industries, the highest median earnings were recorded in information and communication
activities, EUR 4,220. The median of total earnings of full-time wage and salary earners was lowest in
accommodation and food service activities, EUR 2,383. The industry is determined according to the main
activity of the wage and salary earner's workplace.

The differences in earnings between industries are influenced, for example, by the occupational structure
of wage and salary earners. The vast majority of wage and salary earners in the industry of accommodation
and food service activities were service and sales workers, who typically have lower pay than those
employed in associate professional and professional occupations, many of whom work in financing and
insurance activities, for example.

Distribution of monthly total earnings of full-time wage and salary
earners: 1st and 9th deciles by industry in 2019. Median earnings in
numbers in the figure.
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Among the industries, the largest variation in wages and salaries can be found in financial and insurance
activities, where the earnings of the lowest decile were EUR 2,507 and those of the highest decile EUR
7,111. In the industry of financing and insurance activities, the ratio of earnings of the 9th decile to earnings
of the 1st decile was 2.8, while in other industries it fluctuated from 2.5 in trade to 1.7 in accommodation
and food service activities and to 1.8 in human health and social work activities.

The data in the release derive from Statistics Finland's Structure of Earnings statistics. The Structure of
Earnings statistics for 2019 provide data on the earnings of around 1.4 million full-time wage and salary
earners and altogether 1.69 million full-time and part-time wage and salary earners. The Structure of




Earnings statistics describe all wage and salary earners for the public sector and those working in enterprises
with more than five employees for the private sector.

The earnings data released in the statistics are total earnings. Apart from earnings for regular working
hours, total earnings also include pay for any possible overtime and working hour supplements, premium
pays, supplement for location and adverse working conditions, supplements based on duties, professional
skill and years of service, performance-based pay components, compensation for standby and on-call work
and benefits in kind, but not one-off pay items, such as performance-based bonuses. Total earnings are in
gross, so taxes or other payments have not been subtracted from them.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Average monthly earnings and dispersion of earnings of full-time wage and
salary earners by region in 2019

Region Total earnings, EUR/month

Number Mean 1stdecile Median 9th decile
Uusimaa 520 798| 3879 2300 3440 6 000
Southwest Finland 115226 | 3 322 2184 20986 4818
Satakunta 49 433 3291 2200 20989 4679
Kanta-Hame 38025 3305 2189 3000 4720
Pirkanmaa 129 032 3434 2192, 3111 5020
Paijat-Hame 43722| 3287 2185 2961 4680
Kymenlaakso 40 390| 3 365 2216 3068 4762
South Karelia 29452 3381 2220 3061 4794
South Savo 29615| 3093 2129 2829 4300
North Savo 58 308 3 303 2199 20984 4 665
North Karelia 33690 3175 2154 2897 4412
Central Finland 61699 3331 2189 3022 4763
South Ostrobothnia 40787 3163 2140 2891 4 391
Ostrobothnia 41415 3 391 2244 3109 4790
Central Ostrobothnia| 14 859 3 276 2194 20999 4 591
North Ostrobothnia 96 816 3 365 2191 3051 4 859
Kainuu 14 635| 3 138 2155 2885 4318
Lapland 40 218/ 3 256 2172 3009 4 571
Aland 2315/ 3194 2228 2931 4 475




Appendix table 2. Relative shares of full-time wage and salary earners by bracket in Uusimaa and
other regions in 2019

Bracket (euros) Relative share of full-time wage and salary earners, %

Uusimaa Other regions
500 - 999 0.0 0.0
1000 - 1499 0.2 0.3
1500 - 1999 2.7 4.1
2000 - 2499 13.7 19.8
2500 - 2999 18.8 254
3000 - 3499 16.2 17.7
3500 - 3999 13.0 121
4000 - 4499 9.6 7.9
4500 - 4999 6.9 47
5000 - 5499 5.2 2.7
5500 - 5999 37 1.6
6000 - 6499 2.8 1.1
6500 - 6999 1.9 0.7
7000 - 7499 1.4 0.5
7500 - 7999 0.9 0.3
8000 - 8499 0.8 0.3
8500 - 8999 0.5 0.2
9000 - 9499 0.4 0.1
9500 - 9999 0.3 0.1
10000 - 1.1 0.3
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