
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2016, 3rd quarter

Number of means of payment frauds growing heavily
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 624,800 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard in January to September 2016, which is 1,600 cases (0.3
per cent) more than one year earlier. The recorded number of crimes against life and health was
26,600, which is 1.5 per cent fewer than in 2015. The number of means of payment frauds
recorded was 13,300, which was 84.8 per cent up from January to September 2015.

Frauds and means of payment frauds in 2010 to 2016

Amajority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During January to September 2016, a total
of 612,600 offences were recorded by the police, which is 0.1 per cent more than in 2015. In January to
September 2016, customs recorded 7,300 offences and the border guard 4,800 offences. Compared with
January to September 2015, the offences recorded by customs increased by 3.3 per cent and those recoded
by the border guard by 14.1 per cent.

Offences against property
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During January to September 2016, a total of 177,000 offences against property were recorded, which
was 2,200 (1.2 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of the previous year.

During January to September 2016, a total of 18,800 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Penal
Code, Section 36, Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which is 5.7 per cent fewer than in January to September
of the year before. The number of frauds has grown considerably in the 2000s. In 2009, altogether 13,000
of them were reported. In January to September 2016, a total of 990 aggravated frauds were recorded,
which is 10.9 per cent down on one year earlier.

During January to September 2016, means of payment frauds numbered 13,300, which is 6,100 cases
(84.8 per cent) more than in the corresponding period in the previous year. One hundred and twenty-two
of the means of payment frauds were aggravated. Of all means of payment frauds, 6,000 (45.1 per cent)
were carried out abroad.

The number of robberies recorded was 1,260, which was 7.3 per cent up from January to September 2015.
Two hundred and four of the robberies were aggravated. A total of 2,200 embezzlements and aggravated
embezzlements were reported, which is 4.5 per cent more than in January to September 2015.

A total of 100,300 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported in January to September,
which is 5,000 cases (4.8 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of 2015. The number of
aggravated thefts recorded was 2,500, which is down by 4.9 per cent from the year before. The number
of break-ins into houses recorded was 4,100, which was 400 cases (9.0 per cent) lower than in January to
September 2015. Altogether, 34,600 thefts and petty thefts from shops were recorded, which is 900 cases
fewer than in January to September 2015.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and thefts of use of a motor vehicle
was 5,300, which was 11.3 per cent lower than in the January to September period of 2015. From the early
2000s, the number of these offences has fallen to under one third.

During January to September 2016, damages to property numbered 27,400, which is 1,800 cases (6.3 per
cent) fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 199 aggravated damages to property were reported.

Offences against the person
The number of assault offences recorded was 24,800 during January to September 2016, which is 400
cases (1.6 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in 2015. A total of 1,180 aggravated assaults
were recorded, which is as many as one year earlier. The recorded number of offences against life was
59, which is five cases fewer than one year earlier.

Altogether, 864 rapes were recorded, which was 97 (12.6 per cent) cases more than in January to September
2015. The recorded number of sexual exploitations of a child was 945, which is 5.4 per cent more than in
January to September 2015. In addition, 733 other sexual offences were reported, of which 433 were cases
of sexual harassment. In the corresponding period in 2015, altogether 153 cases of sexual harassment were
reported. The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual exploitations of a child reported to the authorities
vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may include a series of incidents comprising several
criminal acts.

Other offences
The number of drunken driving was 13,200 in January to September 2016, which is 2.1 per cent down
from the corresponding period in 2015. Nearly one-half of the recorded drunken driving cases were
aggravated drunken driving. Aggravated drunken driving decreased by 5.9 per cent and other drunken
driving increased by 0.8 per cent.
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The number of narcotics offences recorded was 18,500 which is up by 2.6 per cent on the year before.
The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 0.4 per cent. A total of 840 of them were
recorded. Close on two out of three narcotics offences were use offences. The recorded number was 11,600,
which was 140 cases fewer than in January to September 2015.

In all, 2,200 identity thefts were recorded. Identity theft was added to the Penal Code on 4 September
2015 and by the end of 2015 a total of 505 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Altogether, 313,500 cases of endangerment of traffic safety (Penal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2,
11), hit-and-runs, and other traffic infractions were recorded, which is 1,000 cases (0.3 per cent) more
than in January to September 2015. Of these offences, 223,000 were cases of exceeding speed limits.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.

Number of certain types of offences in July, August and September, and in January to September
2016 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-SeptemberSeptemberAugustJulyOffence

Change2016Change2016Change2016Change2016

1,590624,7711,62775,8857,22182,460-2,14771,0831) Offences and infractions total

-2,715356,901-1,61741,51148645,867-1,64141,8462) Offences against the Criminal Code

622314,442-1,66635,90395840,680-1,47936,9913) Offences A to F

-1,70324,141-3062,930-1273,148-3512,913Burglary

-6695,269-33701-7831-134792
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

851,255-51351915272190Robbery

-1,81527,001-5922,9387734,319-2713,144Damage to property

-55957-34211Manslaughter, murder and killing

-40424,837-992,824-1822,724-632,896Assault

978647014381157104Rape

-29013,211461,595-1791,440-701,694Drunken driving

46518,514-352,0121212,276-831,985Narcotics offences

968310,3293,29339,9826,26341,780-66834,092

4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction

1,366222,9523,16527,3195,57531,17798926,038-exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in January to September 2012 to 2016
(preliminary data)

20162015201420132012Offence

624,771623,181614,432667,773666,9121) Offences and infractions total

356,901359,616368,057372,884378,0512) Offences against the Criminal Code

314,442313,820319,341324,650328,5293) Offences A to F

176,964179,184185,315183,842183,227A. Offences against property

24,14125,84425,63824,38727,123Burglaries total

4,1084,5144,8004,2455,002Breaking into a residence

9601,2771,4501,2421,182- into a free-time residence

3,1483,2373,3503,0033,820- into another residence

2,5693,1123,0722,9283,076Breaking into business premises

6,4147,2406,9897,1668,422Breaking into a motor vehicle

11,05010,97810,77710,04810,623Other burglaries

5,2695,9416,0586,2397,025
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

1,2551,1701,2671,1081,247Robberies total

27,00128,81633,11233,32134,160Damages to property total

2,2242,1282,3122,7322,481Embezzlements total

18,79019,92917,52117,50315,917Frauds total

9931,1141,124852807- aggravated fraud

26,57926,99326,70128,65030,830B. Crimes against life and health

5964767365Manslaughter, murder or killing

242213253194276Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

24,83725,24124,90626,70728,804Assaults total

1,1751,1771,2151,3571,401- aggravated assault

2,5422,2372,2582,6062,731C. Sexual crimes

9458971,0901,3011,181Sexual exploitation of a child

864767760748809Rape

10,1679,5259,47810,19910,991D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

1,4161,2541,2891,2581,433(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

1,3901,3441,4101,4151,634Impeding an official

34,35234,57934,93034,68237,694E. Certain traffic offences

13,21113,50113,33013,72414,915Drunken driving total

63,83861,30260,65964,67163,056F. Other offences

18,51418,04916,01417,18115,446Narcotics offences total

844847871915789- aggravated narcotics offence

2,4762,6653,0233,8603,928Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

310,329309,361295,091343,123338,383
4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction1)

222,952221,586205,601243,709225,184- exceeding speed limits2)

Problems connected to the re-organisation of automatic traffic control brought about a substantial fall in the number of traffic
offences recorded in the early part of 2014 compared with 2013. Exceeding speed limits towards the end of 2012 were recorded
erroneously in the early part of 2013.

1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

2)
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