
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2018, 2nd quarter

Reported number of crimes against life and health
decreased by 4.3 per cent in January to June 2018
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 402,400 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard in January to June 2018, which is 25,300 cases (5.9 per
cent) fewer than in 2017. The number of recorded offences against the Penal Code was 206,900
or 1.7 per cent lower. The recorded number of crimes against life and health was 16,800, which
is 4.3 per cent lower than in January to June last year. In all, 4.8 per cent fewer rapes and 28.1
per cent fewer cases of sexual harassment were reported than in the year before.

Crimes against life and health in 2016 to 2018

Amajority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. In January to June 2018, a total of 395,200
offences were recorded by the police, which is 6.1 per cent down from January to June in 2017. The drop
is mainly caused by a change in the number of traffic infractions. In January to June 2018, a total of 4,500
offences were recorded by the customs and 2,700 by the border guard. Compared with January to June
2017, the offences recorded by the customs increased by 7.2 per cent and those recoded by the border
guard by 2.7 per cent.
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The reform of fine legislation on 1 December 2016 affects the updating of statistics on criminal offences
especially in terms of traffic offences. Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police
PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days. For this reason, the publication time of the statistics has
been moved by a few months in 2018.

Offences against the person
The number of assault offences recorded was 15,800 during the first half of 2018, which is 760 cases (4.6
per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in 2017. A total of 791 aggravated assaults were recorded,
which is as many as one year earlier. The recorded number of offences against life was 35, which is one
case fewer than a year earlier.

In all, 599 rapes were recorded, which is 30 cases (4.8 per cent) fewer than in January to June 2017. The
recorded number of sexual abuses of a child was 691, which is 19.3 per cent more than in January to June
of the previous year. In addition, 483 other sexual offences were reported, of which 237 were cases of
sexual harassment. Compared with January to June 2017, the cases of sexual harassment increased by 52
cases (28.1 per cent). The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual abuses of a child reported to the authorities
vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may include a series of incidents comprising several
criminal acts.

Offences against property
During January to June 2018, a total of 93,800 offences against property were recorded, which is 6,400
(6.3 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of the previous year.

In January to June 2018, a total of 11,500 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Penal Code, Section
36, Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which is1.3 per cent more than in the year before. A total of 867
aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 24.2 per cent more than one year earlier.

During January to June 2018, means of payment frauds numbered 2,900, which is 450 cases (13.5 per
cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in the previous year. The number of aggravated means of
payment frauds was 93. Of all means of payment frauds, 630 (21.8 per cent) were carried out abroad,
while in the previous year, the share of means of payment frauds abroad was 27.4 per cent. Compared
with previous years, particularly many means of payment frauds were recorded between August 2015 and
August 2016.

The number of robberies recorded was 813, which is 5.7 per cent more than in January to June 2017. Of
robberies, 134 were aggravated. A total of 1,540 embezzlements and aggravated embezzlements were
reported, which is as many as in January to June 2017.

A total of 54,800 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported, which is 4,000 cases
(6.8 per cent) fewer than in January to June 2017. The number of aggravated thefts recorded was 1,300
in January to June 2018, which is down by 7.3 per cent from the year before. The number of break-ins
into houses recorded was 2,200, which is 200 cases (8.5 per cent) lower than in January to June 2017.
Altogether, 21,400 thefts and petty thefts from shops were recorded, which is 800 cases fewer than in the
corresponding period of the previous year. Compared with 2009, the number of thefts and petty thefts
from shops has fallen by about 15 per cent.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and stealing of a motor vehicle
for temporary use was 2,500, which is 7.6 per cent lower than in January to June 2017. From the early
2000s, the number of these offences has fallen to under one half.
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During January to June 2018, damages to property numbered 14,400, which is 1,700 cases (10.5 per cent)
fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 106 aggravated damages to property were reported. The
number of damages to property has primarily been falling since 2009, when 24,700 of themwere recorded.

Other offences
The number of drunken driving was 9,200 in January to June 2018, which is 9.6 per cent more than in the
corresponding period in 2017. Around 38 per cent of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated
drunken driving. A total of 3,500 aggravated drunken driving cases were recorded, which is 3.5 per cent
more than in January to June 2017. Basic drunken driving cases increased by 13.8 per cent. Around 60
per cent of basic drunken driving cases were caused by the use of narcotic substances. As recently as 2013,
over one-half of all drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was 14,300, which is up by 10 per cent on January to June last
year. The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 5.4 per cent. A total of 600 of them
were recorded. Close on two out of three narcotics offences are use offences. The recorded number was
9,300, which is 16.9 per cent more than in January to June 2017.

In January to June 2018, a total of 1,800 cases of identity theft were recorded, which is 300 cases (14 per
cent) fewer than in 2017. Identity theft was added to the Criminal Code on 4 September 2015 and by the
end of 2015, a total of 518 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Altogether, 221,900 cases of endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety
(Criminal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2, 11), hit-and-runs, and other traffic infractions were recorded,
which is 20,800 cases (8.6 per cent) fewer than in January to June 2017. Of these offences, 170,400 were
cases of exceeding speed limits. Exceeding of speed limits declined by 10.7 per cent. Fines from automatic
traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, so the data will
become revised.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.

3

http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html


Number of certain types of offences in April, May and June and in January to June 2018 and change
from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-JuneJuneMayAprilOffence

Change2018Change2018Change2018Change2018

-25,254402,431-10,90360,6245,55276,4122,99469,7771) Offences and infractions total

-3,581206,870-64937,960-80838,91624034,1022) Offences against the Criminal Code

-4,450182,413-81333,670-95834,3373530,0093) Offences A to F

-1,18212,780-4532,347-2072,469-312,169Burglary

-2012,457-95548-11347518410
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

44813-10133-1016028139Robbery

-1,68914,397-4282,678-1253,138-1922,351Damage to property

-1352918-23Manslaughter, murder and killing

-75715,803192,862-162,890-712,706Assault

-30599-1586-810313115Rape

8079,1892381,8781291,732451,479Drunken driving

1,30414,310-872,3841062,3231792,249Narcotics offences

-20,804220,018-10,09026,9546,51042,0752,95939,768

4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction

-20,422170,363-10,04519,8856,35434,2463,17432,664-exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in January to June 2014 to 2018
(preliminary data)

20182017201620152014Offence

402,431427,685396,280400,454392,4651) Offences and infractions total

206,870210,451228,541227,620234,9362) Offences against the Criminal Code

182,413186,863201,761198,059203,0763) Offences A to F

93,824100,177111,723111,770116,894A. Offences against property

12,78013,96215,17516,06916,327Burglaries total

2,1612,3612,5392,8283,083Breaking into a residence

5358136228381,044- into a free-time residence

1,6261,5481,9171,9902,039- into another residence

1,3531,5381,6781,9011,942Breaking into business premises

3,0623,5093,9574,5214,355Breaking into a motor vehicle

6,2046,5547,0016,8196,947Other burglaries

2,4572,6592,9393,4443,511
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

813769774779778Robberies total

14,39716,08616,63218,32521,267Damages to property total

1,5411,5321,4321,3701,514Embezzlements total

11,48511,33512,65513,18311,773Frauds total

867698706809821- aggravated fraud

16,84217,59217,63217,53717,543B. Crimes against life and health

3536374652Manslaughter, murder or killing

155167153139170Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

15,80316,56016,53116,45316,461Assaults total

791797748776781- aggravated assault

1,7731,5671,6171,5621,438C. Sexual crimes

691579648646730Sexual exploitation of a child

599629508490467Rape

5,8835,7176,8676,2156,168D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

908808917839870(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

735697888887912Impeding an official

23,16221,51921,93121,74622,179E. Certain traffic offences

9,1898,3828,4618,5698,455Drunken driving total

40,92940,29141,99139,22938,854F. Other offences

14,31013,00612,37111,77910,351Narcotics offences total

596630577582588- aggravated narcotics offence

8528961,5971,6481,983Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

220,018240,822194,519202,395189,389
4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction

170,363190,785138,522146,781129,914- exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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