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Transition from school to further
education and work 2016

Recent graduates found employment more easily than in
the previous year

According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, recent graduates found employment more
easily in 2016 than one year earlier. Employment turned to a slight growth after four years of
weakening. One year after graduation, 65 per cent of those with qualifications from upper
secondary vocational education and 83 per cent of those with university of applied sciences
degrees and higher university degrees were employed. Eighty-two per cent of those with doctorate
degrees were employed.
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Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. Sixty-six per cent of all
graduates were working one year after graduation, which is one percentage point more than in the year
before. In total, 51 per cent of graduates were working full-time and 15 per cent were working besides
studies in 2016. The proportion of the unemployed was 13 per cent.
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Recently graduated women found employment more often than men

In 2016, recently graduated women had found employment 10 percentage points more than men. In all,
71 per cent of all recently graduated women and 61 per cent of men were working. Sixty-five per cent of
those with qualifications from upper secondary vocational education were employed, 71 per cent of women
and 60 per cent of men. Nearly every fifth recent graduate with a qualification from upper secondary
vocational education was unemployed one year after graduation, 15 per cent of women and 23 per cent
of men.

Employment of graduates one year after graduation by level of
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Altogether, 83 per cent of those with university of applied sciences degrees and higher university degrees
were employed one year after graduation. Eighty-four per cent of women with qualifications from university
of applied sciences degrees and 82 per cent of men were working. Among those with higher university
degrees, 82 per cent of women and 85 per cent of men had found jobs. Nine per cent of those with university
of applied sciences degrees and higher university degrees were unemployed. The remainder continued
studies or were engaged in other activity, for example on parental leave. Employment among doctors
remained unchanged compared to the previous year. Of recently graduated doctors, 82 per cent were
working one year later, 84 per cent of women and 80 per cent of men.

The majority of those having passed the matriculation examination continued studies one year later,
although only every third continued studies immediately in the same year, see Entrance to education. One
year after the matriculation examination, 59 per cent of passers of the matriculation examination continued
studies leading to a qualification or degree, 64 per cent of women and 52 per cent of men. Every fifth was
also working besides further studies. Twenty-two per cent of passers of the matriculation examination in
the previous year were working full-time and seven per cent were unemployed.

In the majority of university education the right to study is for a higher university degree. For that reason,
the majority of recent graduates with lower university degrees continued studies (88 per cent), as many
women as men. Over one-half were also working besides studies (55 per cent).

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. The transition was easiest
for graduates with qualifications from the female-dominated field of health and welfare, of which 83 per
cent of graduates were employed. Those with degrees in education were employed nearly as easily.
Seventy-nine per cent of graduates in education were employed one year later. Unemployment was most
common in the fields of information and communication technologies and technology, 19 per cent of
graduates. However, employment in these fields of education had improved from the year before. More



http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/khak/index_en.html

detailed data on the employment of recent graduates by level and field of education can be found in the
database tables.

Examined by region, the rate of employment among recent graduates varied from 83 per cent in Aland to
57 per cent in North Karelia. In all, 60 per cent of recently graduated women in North Karelia and 53 per
cent of men found employment. Besides Aland, the rate of employment was also average or higher than
average for the whole country in the regions of Uusimaa, Varsinais-Suomi, Kanta-H&me, South Ostrobothnia
and Ostrobothnia.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2016

Level of education Graduates, total | Employed, total Full-time Unemployed | Others Of the employed
2015 students studying while
working”
% % % % % %
Total 142 573 100,0 94546 66,3 19969 14,0 18091 12,7 9967 7,0 21210 14,9
Matriculation
examination 28 067 100,01 12277 43,7 10514 37,5 2023 7,2 3253 11,6 6004 21,4
Upper secondary
vocational
qualification 63 686 100,0 41678 654 4935 7,7 12268 19,3 4805 7,5 6018 9,4

University of
applied sciences
degree (Bachelor) | 22429 100,0 18586, 82,9 854 38 2105 94 884 39 1750 7,8

Lower university
degree (Bachelor) 9 856 100,0 6 351 64,4 3255 33,0 150, 1,5 100 1,0 5437 55,2

Higher university of
applied sciences
degree (Master) 2288 100,00 2160, 944 19 0,8 82 3,6 27| 1,2 152 6,6

Higher university
degree (Master) 14 503 100,0 12057 83,1 370 26 1326 91 750 52 1725 11,9

Specialist training

of doctors 17 100,0 16 941 - - - - 1 59 4 23,5
Licentiate's degree 113 100,0 93| 823 4 3,5 7 62 9 8,0 46 40,7
Doctor's degree 1614 100,0) 1328 82,3 18 1.1 130, 8,1 138 8,6 74 4,6

1) Included in the total employed
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