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Transition from school to further
education and work 2017

Employment of recent graduates improved

According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment of recent graduates improved
by four percentage points in 2017 compared with one year earlier. Aimost 70 per cent were
employed one year after graduation. The employment of graduates with upper secondary
vocational education improved most, by five percentage points. Of them, 70 per cent were
employed. Altogether 86 per cent of those with university of applied sciences degrees and higher
university degrees were employed. Eighty-three per cent of those with a doctorate degree were
employed.
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Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. One year after graduation,
70 per cent of the graduates were employed, of whom 55 per cent were working full-time and 15 per cent
were working beside studies. The share of those working full-time increased by four percentage points.
The proportion of the unemployed was 10 per cent.
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Employment improved most in the male-dominated field of technology

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Employment improved most
in the male-dominated field of technology, by six percentage points. In 2017, altogether 72 per cent of
those who graduated from the field of technology were employed. Employment increased second most in
the field of information and communication technology (ICT), by four percentage points. Despite this,
the share of unemployed was still highest in the field of ICT, 15 per cent. The transition was easiest for
graduates with qualifications from the female-dominated field of health and welfare, of which 86 per cent
of graduates were employed. Altogether 79 per cent in the fields of education and business, administration
and law were employed.
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In 2017, the difference between the employment rates of recently graduated women and men narrowed
by 1.5 percentage points compared to the previous year. In all, 73 per cent of all recently graduated women
and 65 per cent of men were working. Seventy per cent of those with qualifications from upper secondary
vocational education were employed, 74 per cent of women and 65 per cent of men. Of those with a
qualification from upper secondary vocational education, 15 per cent were unemployed, 12 per cent of
women and 18 per cent of men. Ten years earlier, the share of unemployed among the attainers of an upper
secondary vocational qualification was nine per cent.

Altogether, 86 per cent of those with university of applied sciences degrees and higher university degrees
were employed one year after graduation. Women and men with university degrees found employment
almost equally easily. Seven per cent of those with a qualification from universities of applied sciences
and six per cent of those with higher university degrees were unemployed. Ninety-five per cent of those
with a higher university of applied sciences degree were working one year after graduation and three per
cent were unemployed. Of recently graduated doctors, 83 per cent were employed and seven per cent were
unemployed.

The majority of those having passed the matriculation examination continued studies one year later,

although only 28 per cent immediately continued studies in the same year, see Entrance to education. One
year after the matriculation examination, 55 per cent of passers of the matriculation examination continued
studies leading to a qualification or degree, 60 per cent of women and 50 per cent of men. Every fifth was



http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/khak/2017/khak_2017_2018-12-13_tie_001_en.html

also working beside further studies. Twenty-six per cent of passers of the matriculation examination in
the previous year were working full-time and six per cent were unemployed in 2017. Ten years earlier,
the share of those who continued studies one year after graduation was ten percentage points higher, i.e.
65 per cent.

In most university education, the right to study is for a higher university degree. For that reason, the
majority of recent graduates with lower university degrees continued studies (89 per cent), as many women
as men. Over one-half were also working beside studies (56 per cent).

More detailed data on the employment of recent graduates by region of residence, age, level and field of
education can be found in the database tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2017

Level of education Graduates, total | Employed, total Full-time Unemployed | Others Of the employed
2016 students studying while
working
% % % % % %
Total 141526 100,0 98418 69,5 19071 13,5 137200 9,7/ 10317 7,3 20999 14,8
Matriculation
examination 28 101 100,00 12958 46,1/ 10052 358 1747 6,2 3344 11,9 5534 19,7
Upper secondary
vocational
qualification 62523 100,0 43658 69,8 4555 73] 9281 14,8 5029 8,0 5985 9,6
Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification 103 100,0 59 57,3 21| 20,4 4 39 19| 18,4 9 8,7
University of
applied sciences
degree (Bachelor) | 21815 100,0 18705 85,7 783 36 1478 6,8 849 3,9 1697 7.8
Lower university
degree (Bachelor) 10 331 100,0, 6759 654 3320 32,1 112 11 140 1,4 5835 56,5
Higher university of
applied sciences
degree (Master) 2447 100,0 2330, 952 19 0,8 7129 27 11 170 6,9
Higher university
degree (Master) 14439 100,0 12478 86,4 307 21 910 6,3 744 52 1654 11,5
Specialist training
of doctors ") 16 100,0 16| 100,0 - - - - - - 2 12,5
Licentiate's degree 114/ 100,0 104 91,2 2 1,8 6 53 2 18 36 31,6
Doctor's degree 1637 100,0 1351 82,5 12 0,7 111, 6,8 163 10,0 77 4,7

1) Starting 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included in

education leading to a degree.
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