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Transition from school to further
education and work 2018

Employment of recent graduates continued to increase

According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, employment of recent graduates improved
further. University graduates were most successful in gaining employment, close on 90 per cent
of them were working at the end of 2018. Altogether 69 per cent of attainers of basic vocational
education qualifications, 84 per cent of attainers of vocational qualifications and 95 per cent of
attainers of specialist vocational qualifications were employed.
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Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. One year after graduation,
72 per cent of the graduates were employed, of whom 57 per cent were working full-time and 14 per cent
were working besides studies. The share of those working full-time had increased by two percentage points
from the previous year. The proportion of the unemployed was eight per cent.

Helsinki 23.1.2020 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



Altogether 10 per cent of recently graduated women and 17 per cent of men
who had attained initial vocational qualifications were unemployed

The employment of both recently graduated women and men improved by two percentage points compared
to the previous year. In all, 76 per cent of all recently graduated women and 67 per cent of men were
working.

Of those with initial vocational qualifications, 69 per cent were employed, 75 per cent of women and 62
per cent of men. In all, 14 per cent were unemployed, 10 per cent of women and 17 per cent of men.
Altogether 16 per cent continued studying after completing initial qualifications, slightly over one-half
did so besides work. In all, 13 per cent of men belonged to the group “other”, which includes, for example,
non-military service and military service. Eighty-four per cent of attainers of vocational qualifications and
95 per cent of attainers of specialist vocational qualifications were working.

The employment of those with a university degree had also improved. Eighty-nine per cent of those with
university of applied sciences degrees and 88 per cent of those with higher university degrees were
employed one year after graduation. Women and men with university degrees found employment equally
easily. Five per cent of both those with university of applied sciences degrees and those with higher
university degrees were unemployed. Ninety-five per cent, as many women as men, of those with a higher
university of applied sciences degree were working one year after graduation and three per cent were
unemployed. Of recently graduated doctors, 86 per cent were working, 88 per cent of women and 84 per
cent of men. Four per cent of them were unemployed.

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Employment improved most
in the field of natural sciences, by three percentage points. Altogether 70 per cent of those who graduated
from the field of natural sciences were employed. The transition was easiest for graduates with qualifications
from the female-dominated field of health and welfare, in which 88 per cent of graduates were employed.
Employment was second best in the field of business, administration and law, 81 per cent of graduates.
Unemployment was highest, 14 per cent, among those with qualifications in the field of information and
communication technology (ICT).
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The majority of those having passed the matriculation examination continued studies one year later,
although only 30 per cent immediately continued studies after the matriculation examination, see Entrance
to education. One year after the matriculation examination, 54 per cent of passers of the matriculation
examination continued studies leading to a qualification or degree, 58 per cent of women and 49 per cent
of men. Nineteen per cent worked besides further studies. Twenty-nine per cent of new passers of the
matriculation examination in the previous year were working full-time, 32 per cent of women and 23 per
cent of men. Ten years earlier, the share of passers who continued studies one year after graduation was
11 percentage points higher, i.e. 65 per cent.

In most university education, the right to study is for a higher university degree. For that reason, the
majority of recent graduates with lower university degrees continued studies (88 per cent), as many women
as men. Over one-half were also working besides studies (55 per cent).

More detailed data on the employment of recent graduates by region of residence, age, level and field of
education can be found in the database tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2018

Level of education Graduates, total Employed, total | Full-time Unemployed | Others Of the employed

2017 students studying while

working
% % % % % %

Total 143057 100,0 102269 71,5 18784 13,1/ 11438 8,0 10566 7,4 20588 14,4
Matriculation
examination or other
general upper
secondary
education 27975 100,00 13198 47,2 9860 352| 1438 51| 3479 124 5216 18,6
Vocational upper
secondary
education and
training qualification| 49942  100,0 34 261 68,6 3897 7,8 6953 13,9 4831 9,7 4282 8,6
Further qualification| 10198  100,0 8550 83,8 383 3,8 876 8,6 389/ 3,8/ 1018 10,0
Specialist
qualification 2976/ 100,0 2833 952 32 1,1 63| 21 48| 1,6 327 11,0
Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification 22| 100,0
University of applied
sciences degree
(Bachelor) 22156 100,0 19666 88,8 657 3,00 1116/ 5,0 717| 3,2| 1764 8,0
Lower university
degree (Bachelor) 10903/ 100,0 7008 64,3 3616 33,2 115/ 11 164 1,5 6030 553
Higher university of
applied sciences
degree (Master) 2684 100,0 2539 946 10 0,4 87 32 48 1,8 166 6,2
Higher university
degree (Master) 14 417| 100,0 12666 87,9 300 2,1 720 5,0 731 51| 1676 11,6
Specialist training of
doctors" 20 100,0 19 950 150 - - - 4 200
Licentiate's degree 218 100,0 194, 89,0 5 2,3 10 4,6 9| 41 30 13,8
Doctoral or
equivalent level 1546 100,0 1326/ 85,8 21 1,4 55 3,6 144, 93 74 4,8

1) Starting 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included in

education leading to a degree.
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