
Transition from school to further
education and work 2020

Employment of recent graduates with initial vocational
qualifications weakened by 8 percentage points
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, employment became more difficult for recent
graduates with initial vocational qualifications in 2020. Sixty-two per cent of them were employed
in the following year after graduation. Especially those graduating from services had more
difficulties in finding employment during the coronavirus year than one year before.

Employment of graduates one year after graduation 2010–2020, %

Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. Employment of all recent
graduates weakened by five percentage points. Of them, 68 per cent were working one year after graduation,
54 per cent full-time and 14 per cent were working besides studies. The share of those working full-time
had diminished by four percentage points from the previous year. The proportion of the unemployed was
11 per cent.

Of those with initial vocational qualifications, 62 per cent were employed, 69 per cent of women and 55
per cent of men. In all, 20 per cent were unemployed, 15 per cent of women and 25 per cent of men. After
initial vocational qualifications, 17 per cent continued studying, eight per cent of them while working. Of
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women, 11 per cent continued studying alongside work and of men six per cent. Twelve per cent of men
were in the group others, which includes non-military and military service, for example.

Employment of graduates with initial vocational qualification by field
of education 2019 and 2020, %

Finding employment became most difficult for those with initial vocational qualifications in services, 12
percentage points. In services, 60 per cent of graduates found employment. Finding employment was
easiest for those with initial vocational qualifications in the field of health and welfare, of whom 83 per
cent were employed. Employment was found second most successfully by those with qualifications in the
field of business, administration and law, 64 per cent of whom were employed. Employment was weakest
among those with qualifications in information and communication technology (ICT), of whom only 36
per cent found employment, the drop from the previous year amounted to eight percentage points. The
fields of education with the highest numbers of qualifications were technology, health and welfare, and
services. Employment of those with initial vocational qualifications in the field of technology decreased
by seven percentage points, 55 per cent of them were employed in 2020.

Eighty-one per cent of those with vocational qualifications had found employment after one year and 90
per cent of those with specialist vocational qualifications had found employment. Employment decreased
by four percentage points in both levels of education.

The majority of those having passed the matriculation examination were continuing studies one year later,
although 37 per cent of passers of the matriculation examination in spring 2020 continued studies
immediately after the matriculation examination, see Entrance to education. One year after the matriculation
examination, 56 per cent of passers of the matriculation examination continued studies, 60 per cent of
women and 52 per cent of men. In addition to further studies, 16 per cent were working, 20 per cent of
women and 10 per cent of men.

In all, 86 per cent of those with university of applied sciences degrees had found employment within one
year and 93 per cent of those with higher university of applied sciences degrees. Eight per cent of those
with university of applied sciences degrees were unemployed, which is three percentage points more than
in the year before. Employment of those with master's degrees weakened only by one percentage point.
Eighty-seven per cent of them found employment. Of recently graduated doctors, 85 per cent were working,
86 per cent of women and 84 per cent of men. The share of the unemployed was five per cent.

In most university education, the right to study is for master's degree. For that reason, the majority of
recent graduates with bachelors's degrees continued studies (90 per cent). Over one half were also working
while studying (53 per cent).
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More detailed information on the employment of recent graduates by region of residence, age, level and
field of education can be found in the database tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2020
1)Of the
employed
studying while
working

OthersUnemployedFull-time
students

Employed, totalGraduates, total
2019

Level of education

%%%%%%

13,618 9226,79 31811,215 57514,620 33567,594 132100,0139 360Total

15,74 29711,23 0798,32 26640,511 10140,010 971100,027 417

Matriculation
examination or other
general upper
secondary education

8,33 5869,44 05919,88 5188,73 76762,126 767100,043 111

Vocational upper
secondary education
and training
qualification

10,11 0893,840711,91 2773,639080,78 697100,010 771Further qualification

11,13961,4497,02501,24390,43 234100,03 576
Specialist
qualification

20,8516,748,3216,7458,314100,024

Post-secondary
non-higher vocational
qualification

7,51 7613,27478,01 8593,070785,820 022100,023 335

University of applied
sciences degree
(Bachelor)

53,25 7501,01111,617836,53 94160,96 582100,010 812
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

6,62131,5504,41441,13692,93 006100,03 236

Higher university of
applied sciences
degree (Master)

11,31 7494,46836,59992,132887,013 478100,015 488
Higher university
degree (Master)

15,035,01--5,0190,018100,020
Specialist training of
doctors

16,2124,131,416,8587,865100,074Licentiate's degree

4,1618,41255,4810,81285,41 278100,01 496
Doctoral or
equivalent level

Employed students are included in the figure in the column employed.1)
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