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Most common industry for persons with foreign background
was general cleaning of buildings in 2017
According to Statistics Finland's employment statistics, 11,300 persons with foreign background
were employed in the industry of general cleaning of buildings in 2017. Around eight per cent of
employed persons of foreign origin worked in the industry. General cleaning of buildings has
been the most common industry for the population with foreign background since 2010. Examined
by groups according to time resident in the country, it was more common to work in the industry
among the employed who had lived in Finland for a shorter period.

Most common industries for employed persons with foreign background in 2017

Share of persons with
foreign background of
persons working in the
industry, %

Share of persons working
in the industry of employed
persons with foreign
background, %

Employed persons with
foreign background,
number

Industry

26.97.711,3288121 General cleaning of buildings

22.37.310,696
5610 Restaurants and mobile food
service activities

14.35.78,437
7820 Temporary employment agency
activities

12.54.97,257
4120 Construction of residential and
non-residential buildings

13.13.65,3668542 Tertiary education

5.070.7104,003Other industrues

6.3100.0147,087Total

In 2017, altogether 147,000 persons with foreign background belonging to the population were employed
at the end of the year. Every fifth of them worked either in the industry of general cleaning of buildings
(Standard Industrial Classification 2008, category 8121), restaurants and mobile food service activities
(category 5610) or temporary employment agency activities1) (category 7820). The highest proportion of
persons of foreign origin worked in the industry of general cleaning of buildings.

The industry group of temporary employment agency activities includes both employment agents and those doing temporary
agency work.

1)

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 3.10.2019
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General cleaning of buildings has been the most common industry for employed persons with foreign
background since 2010. Before this, from 2007 to 2009,2) the most common industry for persons of foreign
origin was restaurants and mobile food service activities.

In 2010, altogether 19.1 per cent of those working in the industry of general cleaning of buildings were
persons of foreign origin. Seven years later, in 2017, the share was around eight percentage points higher
(26.9%). The share of people with foreign background among all employed persons had grown by 2.4
percentage points during the corresponding time period.

Among first generation persons with foreign origin3), who accounted for the majority of the working-age
population of foreign origin, the most common industry was general cleaning of buildings (11,233 persons).
Among second generation persons with foreign origin, the most common industry was temporary
employment agency activities (634 persons).

Working in general cleaning of buildings was more common among persons
who had resided in the country for a shorter period of time in 2017
In 2017, first generation persons with foreign origin belonging to the population, who had lived in the
country for a shorter period of time,4) worked in the industry of general cleaning of buildings more often
than those who had already lived in Finland for a longer period. Of the employed having belonged to the
population for one to three years, 11.5 per cent worked in general cleaning of buildings, of those having
resided in Finland for at least 15 years, slightly under four per cent (3.8%) of the employed worked in the
industry. The employment rate for the first mentioned group was around 40 per cent, for the latter around
60 per cent.

The most common industries for first generation persons with foreign origin vary to some degree by groups
according to time resident in the country. For example, the industry of tertiary education (category 8542)
is among the five most common industries only when the time resident in the country is one to three or
four to six years. However, in all groups, the three most common activity categories among persons with
foreign background, that is, general cleaning of buildings, restaurants and mobile food service activities
and temporary employment agency activities, appeared among the five most common industries.

The number of employed in the figure’s groups classified according to time resident in the country vary.
In the group having belonged to the population for at least 15 years, there were more than 47,000 employed,
in the other groups the number of employed was between 20,000 and 30,000.

The Standard Industrial Classification 2008 has been used by the statistics since the statistical year 2007.2)
First generation persons with foreign origin refers to persons with foreign background born abroad, second generation refers to
persons born in Finland with parents born abroad.

3)

Time resident in the country is measured in years when the person has belonged to the permanent population at the end of the
year.

4)
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Share of persons working in the industry* of the employed (first
generation personswith foreign background) by time resident in the
country in 2017, %

*Most common industries for employed persons with foreign background
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of employed by origin in themost common industries in 2017 for persons
with foreign background in 2017 and 2010

Year

20102017Industry

Foreign
background

Finnish backgroundForeign backgroundFinnish background

6,56727,85511,32830,7528121 General cleaning of buildings

6,54133,77310,69637,268
5610 Restaurants and mobile food
service activities

3,61937,4288,43750,588
7820 Temporary employment agency
activities

2,84951,2207,25750,796
4120 Construction of residential and
non-residential buildings

3,26140,9375,36635,6918542 Tertiary education

90,8552,234,824147,0872,180,643Employed total
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Appendix table 2. Number of employed and employment rate for the first generation persons with
foreign background by time resident in the country in 2017

Share of employed in the population, aged 18 to 64, %Employed, aged 18 to 74Time resindent in the country

40.321,5001-3

50.325,1504-6

53.828,6877-10

56.920,13111-14

60.447,34515-
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