
University education 2018

Women completed nearly 60 per cent of all university
degrees in 2018
Corrected on 29 October 2019. The corrections are indicated in red.

According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, around 30,800 university degrees were completed
in 2018, which is just under 250 fewer than in the previous year. For the third successive year, the number
of lower university degrees decreased, by three per cent year-on-year. By contrast, slightly more higher
university degrees and doctorate degrees were completed than in the year before. Women's share of all
those who had completed a university degree was 58 per cent and 51 per cent of those who had completed
a doctorate degree.

Women's share of all completed university degrees 2001–2018, per
cent

Foreigners completed 25 per cent of doctorate degrees (corrected on 29
October)
In 2018, around 13,600 lower university degrees, slightly under 15,300 higher university degrees, 75
licentiate degrees and around 1,800 doctorate degrees were completed. Most students graduated in the
field of business, administration and law, where close on 18 per cent of all degrees were completed. Good
15 per cent of degrees were completed in arts and humanities and close on 14 per cent in both social
sciences and engineering, manufacturing and construction. Most doctorate degrees were completed in the
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fields of health and welfare, around 23 per cent of all doctorate degrees, and in engineering, manufacturing
and construction, where around one-fifth of all completed doctorate degrees were completed.

Around 8 per cent degree was attained by foreign students, the figure being 12 per cent for higher university
degrees and 25 per cent for doctorate degrees. Foreign students completed most degrees in relative terms
in the field of information and communication technologies, 20 per cent of all university degrees in this
field. The share of doctorate degrees completed by foreigners was highest in the fields of natural science,
mathematics and statistics, information and communication technologies and agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary, where foreigners completed over one-third of the doctorate degrees in each field.

Examined by university, the highest numbers of degrees were completed at the University of Helsinki,
good 5,500. The second most degrees were completed at the University of Turku, some 3,700 and the
third most at the University of Eastern Finland, just under 3,200. The least number of degrees were
completed at the National Defence University, 275 degrees and the University of the Arts Helsinki, close
on 450 degrees.

More new students and new foreign students than in the previous year
In 2018, a total of good 26,200 new students started studies, which is almost six per cent more than one
year previously. The number of new students studying for higher university degrees grew by nearly 13
per cent and that of new students studying for lower university degrees increased by four per cent. However,
the number of new doctoral programme students decreased by nearly eight per cent year-on-year. The
number of new foreign university students grew by nearly one-fifth from the previous year. The share of
foreigners among all new students was around ten per cent.

New foreign university students in 2012 to 2018

In 2018, a total 153,400 students were studying at universities, which is roughly the same amount as in
the previous year. In all, 77,000 students were studying for a lower university degree and 58,000 for a
higher university degree. There were 18,300 post-graduate students, of whom good 800 were studying for
a licentiate degree and around 17,500 for a doctorate degree.

In 2018, the highest numbers of students were studying in the field of arts and humanities, 17 per cent.
The second most students were studying in the fields of business, administration and law and engineering,
manufacturing and construction, around 15 per cent of all students. The proportion of women of all students
attending education leading to a degree was 54 per cent but the variation was large between fields of
education. Good four out of five students in education were women, while in the field of information and
communication technologies (ICT), the proportion of women was slightly over 20 per cent and in the field
of engineering, manufacturing and construction around 25 per cent. In contrast, both sexes represented
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around one-half of students in business, administration and law, and natural sciences, mathematics and
statistics.

The number of students was highest at the University of Helsinki, close on 31,300. The second most
students were found at Aalto University, nearly 17,500, and the third most at the University of Turku,
good 16,100. More detailed time series data on university students and degrees by education and university
are available in the tables in databases.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Students in universities and completed university degrees by level of education,
fields of education (National classification of education 2016) and gender in 2018

Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total

58,217 91130 77353,882 483153 42957,014 95426 247
Fields of education,
total

Level of
education,
total 83,93 1743 78281,712 01414 70383,62 5072 998Education

73,33 4944 76568,617 87726 07570,82 5743 638Arts and humanities

71,62 9554 12568,913 67019 84874,62 3523 153
Social sciences,
journalism and information

53,12 8705 40849,911 21122 48352,52 1274 049
Business, administration
and law

54,21 4582 68850,67 52214 86156,51 4652 592
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

22,04752 15720,63 06414 85428,17592 705

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

26,31 1114 22025,25 62022 30728,51 1373 990

Engineering,
manufacturing and
construction

68,345666865,72 3413 56367,9355523
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

72,81 7552 41167,38 55612 71674,11 5562 100Health and welfare

29,716354930,16082 01924,4122499Services

58,27 92613 60751,839 84976 95758,510 01417 108
Fields of education,
total

University
Bachelor's
degree 84,41 6481 95380,67 1578 87684,02 0522 444Education

72,91 6322 23867,69 04013 37471,21 8922 659Arts and humanities

70,81 2961 83167,86 5839 70475,11 5392 048
Social sciences,
journalism and information

49,71 2702 55545,35 47612 07748,51 3492 780
Business, administration
and law

54,86551 19649,54 4338 95658,41 1301 935
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

19,317288917,71 4057 94925,73871 503

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

25,04301 72222,82 50510 98830,97382 389

Engineering,
manufacturing and
construction

68,219128062,81 1031 75768,9257373
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

83,258169881,11 8512 28185,3593695Health and welfare

20,85124529,729699527,377282Services
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Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total

58,98 99815 28156,532 77058 00654,13 9987 394
Fields of education,
total

Higher
university
degree
(Master)

83,61 4651 75385,54 0204 70485,4380445Education

74,41 7412 33971,96 9929 72372,0539749Arts and humanities

72,91 5212 08772,15 6457 83275,7675892
Social sciences,
journalism and information

56,31 5462 74455,44 9498 92962,46881 103
Business, administration
and law

55,66651 19755,52 1573 88655,5244440
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

23,62651 12324,31 3415 51631,23211 029

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

26,55672 13625,62 0477 98423,53131 332

Engineering,
manufacturing and
construction

68,821831767,18001 19360,265108
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

69,69061 30261,84 5617 38067,47351 090Health and welfare

36,710428330,025885918,438206Services

100,0161693,714915993,81516
Fields of education,
total

Professional
specialisation
in veterinary1)

100,0161693,714915993,81516
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

66,7507546,136980053,8713
Fields of education,
total

Licentiate's
degree

0,00170,81724-00Education

50,04834,017500,001Arts and humanities

79,5313985,6155181-00
Social sciences,
journalism and information

50,051057,9559562,558
Business, administration
and law

71,45747,72144100,022
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

100,01111,512104-00

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

37,53827,4782850,001

Engineering,
manufacturing and
construction

-000,002-00
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

100,01193,314150,001Health and welfare
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Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total

51,39211 79453,49 34617 50753,69201 716
Fields of education,
total

Doctoral
degree

81,3617574,68201 09968,875109Education

65,011718062,41 8282 92862,4143229Arts and humanities

63,710716860,41 2872 13164,8138213
Social sciences,
journalism and information

49,5499952,97311 38253,885158
Business, administration
and law

46,213328846,19111 97541,489215
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

25,73714423,83061 28529,551173

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

31,411135432,59903 05032,186268

Engineering,
manufacturing and
construction

56,4315563,928945269,21826
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

65,126741070,12 1303 04072,6228314Health and welfare

38,182132,75416563,6711Services

Starting from 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included
in education leading to a degree

1)
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Appendix table 2. Foreign students in universities and completed university degrees by level of
education, fields of education (National classification of education 2016) and gender in 2018
(Corrected on 29 October 2019)1)

Corrected on 29 October 2019. The corrections are indicated in red.

Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total

44,71 0592 36843,94 69910 69844,21 1552 615Fields of education, totalLevel of
education,
total

67,89714364,936656465,089137Education

67,520830861,41 0201 66168,4251367Arts and humanities

62,211718857,247182458,398168
Social sciences, journalism
and information

52,214527852,36611 26456,3170302
Business, administration and
law

43,313330743,55461 25443,7135309
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

26,711543027,25522 02928,8182631

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

27,915254527,96142 20028,1159566
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

57,4315447,712225643,21944
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

54,7478653,931057554,54277Health and welfare

48,3142952,1377171,41014Services

60,9569248,835272150,0106212Fields of education, totalUniversity
Bachelor's
degree

83,3101263,9467272,21318Education

73,7283859,115325957,63459Arts and humanities

50,01263,4264170,0710
Social sciences, journalism
and information

55,6152748,4469562,11829
Business, administration and
law

50,01240,4215245,5511
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

20,01527,6217634,11441

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

0,00625,92911231,71341
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

00050,012000
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

57,1122150,0438650,0918Health and welfare

50,0122447,2255366,7812Services
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Corrected on 29 October 2019. The corrections are indicated in red.

Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total

45,68331 82744,22 7506 22344,38161 840Fields of education, totalHigher
university
degree
(Master)

67,58312367,423434767,76393Education

67,616324165,263497272,7186256Arts and humanities

64,510015563,528544962,570112
Social sciences, journalism
and information

54,112422954,447988058,4129221
Business, administration and
law

44,49120543,926159544,597218
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

27,810337127,64011 45528,2134476

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

29,112442625,83251 26126,3105400
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

65,6213250,46312544,11534
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

57,1122150,0438650,0918Health and welfare

50,0122447,2255366,7812Services

00050,012000Fields of education, totalProfessional
specialisation
in veterinary2)

00050,012000
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

0,00246,2613000Fields of education, totalLicentiate's
degree 00033,313000Arts and humanities

0,001100,011000
Social sciences, journalism
and information

-00100,011-00
Business, administration and
law

0,001-00-00
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

00050,012000

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

00042,937000
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

38,017044742,51 5903 73941,4233563Fields of education, totalDoctoral
degree 50,04859,38614550,01326Education

58,6172954,323242759,63152Arts and humanities

53,3163047,715933345,72146
Social sciences, journalism
and information

27,362247,113628944,22352
Business, administration and
law

41,4419943,526460741,33380
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

20,4115426,012949629,834114

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

24,82811331,325782032,841125
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

45,5102244,95712740,0410
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

53,8356554,125847755,43156Health and welfare

40,02566,71218100,022Services
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Foreign students citizenship other than Finnish.1)

Starting from 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included
in education leading to a degree

2)
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