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1. Introduction
The Beijing Platform for Action adopted during the Fourth World Conference on Women, United
Nations (1995) recognizes that to successfully mainstream a gender pespective in support of gender
equality, the generation of gender statistics must be institutionalized. It referred to the need to measure
and reflect the participation of women and men in the economy in the context of the System of
National Accounts (SNA).
The failure of statistical offices to produce gender sensitive indicators is partly due to the
operational difficulties in data collection on such gender concerns as violence against women,
prostitution, sexual harassment, etc. – issues that are shrouded in a “culture of silence”. The existing
limitations of these statistical offices make it difficult to value unpaid housework. As a result,
international bodies do not recommend its inclusion in the central framework of the SNA to preserve
the comparability of indicators coming out of the SNA.
This paper presents a methodology to measure the contribution of women and men to the economy
within the context and without altering the core structure of the Philippine System of National
Accounts and shows some results based on the latest available data.
2. Framework
The SNA production boundary covers all goods produced and all services except those not intended
for the market, Conference of European Communities, etc. (1993) . Thus, unpaid work which is mostly
done by women such as domestic and personal services produced for own final consumption within
households is excluded in the estimation of the Gross Domestic/National Product (GDP/GNP).
In order to measure more accurately the contribution of women to the economy, it is therefore
important to adjust the conventionally estimated GDP for unpaid work. The shares of women and men
in the major components of GDP/GNP are also computed to derive their respective share in the
adjusted GDP/GNP. This is accomplished using the framework in Figure 1.
3. Estimation Methodology
The framework given in the previous section is operationalized by working on the production
estimates of GDP and using the following procedures:
3.1. The conventionally-estimated GDP is first disaggregated by sex. For each of nine major
economic activities, the Gross Value Added (GVA) is decomposed into the organized sector,
GVAo and the unorganized sector, GVAu. For each activity, GVAo and GVAu are disaggregated
by sex.
3.2. Unpaid work is computed for the employed, the unemployed and those outside the labor force
with sex-disaggregation for each group.

3.3. The Net Factor Income from Abroad (NFIA) is disaggregated by sex.
3.4. GNP by sex is then derived.
Using this methodology, Virola & de Perio (1998) estimated the share of women and men in the
GDP/GNP of the Philippines for the period 1990-97. This paper presents the 1998 results.
4. Concluding Remarks
In the conventional GDP, the contribution of women to the Philippine economy is estimated at
about 35 – 40%; when unpaid work is taken into account, the share rises to about 50%. With better data
availability, the methodology presented in this paper can certainly be improved.
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RÉSUMÉ
Le “Beijing Platform for Action” adopté au 4e Congrès Mondial sur les Femmes fait reconnu
que pour que l’ égalité des femmes et des hommes soit respecter et reconnaître, il faut instituer/etablir
une génération regulière de statistiques par genre. Elles doivent mesurer et montrer la participation
des femmes et des hommes dans l’ économie au contexte du Systeme des comptes nationaux.
On presente ici une methode ou systeme capable de mesurer les contributions des femmes dans
l’ économie au contexte du Systeme des comptes nationaux des Philippines. On montre aussi quelques
resultats baser sur les données statistiques dernières.

