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Subject choices of students 2013

Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

Majority of comprehensive school pupils study English

According to Statistics Finland, English was the most commonly studied foreign language on
grades 1 to 6 of comprehensive school in the autumn semester of 2013. Sixty-six per cent of the
pupils attending grades 1 to 6 studied English either as a compulsory or optional foreign language.
The percentages of pupils studying other foreign languages remained at 5 per cent or below.

Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013

Compulsory Optional Compulsory Elective Total Share of Share of
language A1 language A2 language language pupils in pupils in
B1 B2 grades 1-6 | grades 7-9
% %
Grades | Studied language
Grades English 218473 13765 . .| 232238 66.0
16 swedish 2996 12 885 . . 15881 45
Finnish 14 038 872 . .| 14910 4.2
French 2671 4 491 . . 7162 20
German 3053 10 227 . .| 13280 3.8
Russian 1034 1850 . . 2884 0.8
Spanish 345 1081 . . 1426 0.4
Italian 0 0 . . 0 0.0
Sami 2 220 . . 222 0.1
Other 298 154 . . 452 0.1 .
Grades English 161619 13072 201 92 174 984 . 994
79 Swedish 1580 11 114 149 740 41162 438 . 92.3
Finnish 9220 1086 163 15 10484 . 6.0
French 1185 3557 175 5069 9986 . 5.7
German 1591 7 092 451 8322 17 456 . 9.9
Russian 530 763 . 2999 4292 . 24
Spanish 15 651 . 2764 3430 . 1.9
Italian 0 0 . 142 142 . 0.1
Sami 1 47 . 8 56 . 0.0
Latin 0 0 . 415 415 . 0.2
Other 55 57 . 18 130 . 0.1

Helsinki 23.5.2014 Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.



Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 10 per cent and
French by 6 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 351,663 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 180,041 of the pupils were boys and 171,622 were girls.
A total of 176,008 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 90,267 of the pupils were boys and 85,741 were girls.

Data on the language choices of students studying comprehensive education elsewhere than at
comprehensive schools (1,627) are published in the database table of these statistics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013, boys

Compulsory  Optional Compulsory Elective Boys total Share of Share of
language A1 language A2 |language language boys in boys in
B1 B2 grades 1-6 |grades 7-9
% %
Grades | Studied language
Grades English 111 729 6 596 118 325 65.7
6 Swedish 1361 5719 7080 3.9
Finnish 7118 457 7575 4.2
French 1092 1697 2789 1.5
German 1420 4 664 6 084 34
Russian 443 817 1260 0.7
Spanish 169 439 608 0.3
Italian 0 0 0 0.0
Sami 1 92 93 0.1
Other 138 74 . 212 0.1 .
Grades English 83 057 6 450 101 36 89 644 99.3
79 Swedish 733 4787 77499 2 83021 92.0
Finnish 4768 522 83 10 5383 6.0
French 474 1300 77 1380 3231 3.6
German 693 3081 233 3435 7 442 8.2
Russian 225 278 1204 1707 1.9
Spanish 272 869 1148 1.3
Italian 0 29 29 0.0
Sami 1 18 4 23 0.0
Latin 0 0 163 163 0.2
Other 26 25 7 58 0.1
Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013, girls
Compulsory  Optional Compulsory Elective Girls total Share of Share of
language A1 language A2 language language girls in girls in
B1 B2 grades 1-6  grades 7-9
% %
Grades | Studied language
Grades |English 106 744 7 169 113 913 66.4
16 Swedish 1635 7166 8 801 5.1
Finnish 6 920 415 7335 43
French 1579 279 4373 2.5
German 1633 5563 7 196 4.2
Russian 591 1033 1624 0.9
Spanish 176 642 818 0.5
Italian 0 0 0 0.0
Sami 1 128 129 0.1
Other 160 80 240 0.1




Grades
7-9

Compulsory  Optional Compulsory Elective Girls total Share of Share of
language A1 |language A2 language language girls in girls in
B1 B2 grades 1-6 | grades 7-9
% %

English 78 562 6 622 100 56 85340 99.5
Swedish 847 6 327 72 241 2| 79417 92.6
Finnish 4 452 564 80 5 5101 5.9
French 711 2 257 98 3689 6 755 7.9
German 898 401 218 4887 10014 11.7
Russian 305 485 1795 2585 3.0
Spanish 379 1895 2282 27
Italian 0 113 113 0.1
Sami 29 4 33 0.0
Latin 0 252 252 0.3
Other 29 32 11 72 0.1
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