
Subject choices of students 2013
Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

Majority of comprehensive school pupils study English
According to Statistics Finland, English was the most commonly studied foreign language on
grades 1 to 6 of comprehensive school in the autumn semester of 2013. Sixty-six per cent of the
pupils attending grades 1 to 6 studied English either as a compulsory or optional foreign language.
The percentages of pupils studying other foreign languages remained at 5 per cent or below.

Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013

Share of
pupils in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
pupils in
grades 1-6
%

TotalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.66.0232 238..13 765218 473EnglishGrades
1-6 .4.515 881..12 8852 996Swedish

.4.214 910..87214 038Finnish

.2.07 162..4 4912 671French

.3.813 280..10 2273 053German

.0.82 884..1 8501 034Russian

.0.41 426..1 081345Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1222..2202Sami

.0.1452..154298Other

99.4.174 9849220113 072161 619EnglishGrades
7-9 92.3.162 4384149 74011 1141 580Swedish

6.0.10 484151631 0869 220Finnish

5.7.9 9865 0691753 5571 185French

9.9.17 4568 3224517 0921 591German

2.4.4 2922 999.763530Russian

1.9.3 4302 764.65115Spanish

0.1.142142.00Italian

0.0.568.471Sami

0.2.415415.00Latin

0.1.13018.5755Other

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 23.5.2014
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Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 10 per cent and
French by 6 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 351,663 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 180,041 of the pupils were boys and 171,622 were girls.
A total of 176,008 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 90,267 of the pupils were boys and 85,741 were girls.

Data on the language choices of students studying comprehensive education elsewhere than at
comprehensive schools (1,627) are published in the database table of these statistics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013, boys

Share of
boys in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
boys in
grades 1-6
%

Boys totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.65.7118 325..6 596111 729EnglishGrades
1-6 .3.97 080..5 7191 361Swedish

.4.27 575..4577 118Finnish

.1.52 789..1 6971 092French

.3.46 084..4 6641 420German

.0.71 260..817443Russian

.0.3608..439169Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.193..921Sami

.0.1212..74138Other

99.3.89 644361016 45083 057EnglishGrades
7-9 92.0.83 021277 4994 787733Swedish

6.0.5 38310835224 768Finnish

3.6.3 2311 380771 300474French

8.2.7 4423 4352333 081693German

1.9.1 7071 204.278225Russian

1.3.1 148869.2727Spanish

0.0.2929.00Italian

0.0.234.181Sami

0.2.163163.00Latin

0.1.587.2526Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2013, girls

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.66.4113 913..7 169106 744EnglishGrades
1-6 .5.18 801..7 1661 635Swedish

.4.37 335..4156 920Finnish

.2.54 373..2 7941 579French

.4.27 196..5 5631 633German

.0.91 624..1 033591Russian

.0.5818..642176Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1129..1281Sami

.0.1240..80160Other
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Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

99.5.85 340561006 62278 562EnglishGrades
7-9 92.6.79 417272 2416 327847Swedish

5.9.5 1015805644 452Finnish

7.9.6 7553 689982 257711French

11.7.10 0144 8872184 011898German

3.0.2 5851 795.485305Russian

2.7.2 2821 895.3798Spanish

0.1.113113.00Italian

0.0.334.290Sami

0.3.252252.00Latin

0.1.7211.3229Other

5



Education 2014

Inquiries
09 1734 3280Irma Suovirta
09 1734 2292Maija Sikanen

Director in charge:
Riitta Harala
koulutustilastot@stat.fi
www.stat.fi
Source: Education. Statistics Finland

ISSN 1796-0479Communication and Information Services, Statistics Finland
= Official Statistics of
Finland

tel. +358 9 1734 2220 (from 9 June 2014 +358 29 551 2220)
www.stat.fi

ISSN 1799-1056 (pdf)
Publication orders, Edita Publishing Oy
tel. +358 20 450 05
www.editapublishing.fi


