
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2019, 3rd quarter

Break-ins into houses most common in summer months
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 333,500 offences against the Criminal
Code were recorded by the police, customs and border guard during January to September
2019, which is 200 cases (0.1 per cent) more than in January to September 2018. A total of
158,200 offences against property were recorded, which is two per cent more than in 2018. In
all, 12 per cent more rapes were reported than in the corresponding period in the previous year.

Breaking into residence by month 2009 to 2019

Amajority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During January to September 2019, a total
of 542,400 offences and infractions were recorded by the police, which is 16 per cent down from 2018.
The number of offences against the Criminal Code recorded by the police was 326,800, which is 0.3 per
cent more than in January to September 2018. Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the
police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, which has an effect on the number of traffic
infractions in particular.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 17.10.2019
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In January to September 2019, a total of 5,900 offences were recorded by the customs and 4,300 by the
border guard. Compared with the corresponding period in 2018, the offences recorded by the customs
decreased by 15 per cent and those recoded by the border guard by 9 per cent. The number of offences
against the Criminal Code recorded by the customs was 4,800 and by the border guard 1,900.

Offences against the person
The recorded number of assaults in January to September was 24,900, which was 0.8 per cent fewer than
in January to September 2018. A total of 1,200 aggravated assaults were recorded, which is two per cent
down year-on-year. The recorded number of offences against life was 57, which is two cases more than
in January to September 2018. Attempted homicides numbered 216, which is 44 cases fewer than in the
year before.

A total of 1,128 rapes were recorded, which was 121 cases (12 per cent) more than in January to September
2018. The recorded number of sexual abuses of a child was 1,209, which is 20.9 per cent more than in the
year before. Aggravated rape of a child was added to the Criminal Code on 15 April 2019. Twenty-six
cases of aggravated rape of a child have been reported. In the statistics, aggravated rape of a child is
included in the figures on cases of sexual abuse of a child. In addition, 813 other sexual offences were
reported. Of them, 403 were cases of sexual harassment, which is 31 cases (8.3 per cent) more than in
January to September 2018 .

During the 2010s , most cases of sexual harassment have been recorded in the second quarter of 2013.
Then 612 cases of sexual abuse of a child were reported. The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual abuses
of a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may include a
series of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Offences against property
During January to September 2019, a total of 158,200 offences against property were recorded, which is
3,100 cases (two per cent) more than in the corresponding period of the previous year.

A total of 20,700 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Criminal Code, Section 36, Paragraphs 1
to 3) were recorded, which is 14 per cent more than in January to September of the previous year. A total
of 1,500 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 18 per cent more than one year earlier.

During January to September 2019, means of payment frauds numbered 4,600, which is 100 cases (three
per cent) more than in the previous year. The number of aggravated means of payment frauds was 154.

The number of robberies recordedwas 1,300, whichwas close on one per cent up from January to September
2018. Of robberies, 234 were aggravated.

A total of 92,700 theft offences (thefts, petty thefts and aggravated thefts) were reported in January to
September 2019, which was 700 cases (0.7 per cent) more than in 2018. The number of aggravated thefts
recorded was 2,000, which is down by 10 per cent from the year before. The recorded number of break-ins
into houses and free-time residences was 3,300 which is 11 per cent fewer than in 2018. Altogether, 34,400
thefts and petty thefts from shops were recorded, which is 2 per cent more than in the year before. Compared
with 2009, the number of thefts and petty thefts from shops has fallen by about 15 per cent.

In January to September 2019, the recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle
and thefts of a motor vehicle for temporary use was 4,500, which is one per cent more than in the year
before. From the early 2000s, the number of these offences has fallen to under one half.

In January to September 2019, the recorded number of damages to property was 22,800, which is 300
cases fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 208 aggravated damages to property were reported. The
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number of damages to property has primarily been falling since 2009, when 39,600 of themwere recorded
in January to September.

Other offences
The number of drunken driving was 14,200 in January to September 2019, which is as much as in the
corresponding period in 2018. Good one-third of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated
drunken driving. A total of 5,200 aggravated drunken driving cases were recorded, which is 3 per cent
lower than in 2017. Basic drunken driving cases increased by 2 per cent. Around 60 per cent of basic
drunken driving cases were caused by the use of narcotic substances. As recently as 2013, over one-half
of all drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was 22,300, which is up by two per cent on the year before.
The number of aggravated narcotics offences went up by 13 per cent. A total of 1,000 of them were
recorded. Around two out of three narcotics offences were use offences. The recorded number was 15,300,
which is five per cent more than in January to September 2018.

In January to September 2019, a total of 3,100 cases of identity theft were recorded, which is good 200
cases (eight per cent) more than in 2018. Identity theft was added to the Criminal Code on 4 September
2015 and by the end of 2015, a total of 518 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Altogether, 50,200 cases of endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
hit-and-runs (Criminal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2, 11) were recorded, which is 4,600 cases ( per
cent) fewer than in January to September 2018. Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the
police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, so the data will become revised.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.stat.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the statistics
on Coercive measures: http://stat.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

Number of certain types of offences in July, August and September, and in January to September
2019 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-SeptemberSeptemberAugustJulyOffence

Change2019Change2019Change2019Change2019

-106,623552,525-31,19546,373-32,82751,018-18,23455,2821) Offences and infractions total1)

188333,471-1,74537,938-2,11641,89431641,2372) Offences against the Criminal Code

3,057158,172-42518,169-1,30920,55497120,961Offences against property

34921,3402222,540-2122,798852,975Burglary

514,48712580-24699-94606
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor
vehicle, thefts of use of a motor vehicle

91,302-16126183-11160Robbery

-32722,761-2002,579-1302,8903803,242Damage to property

-30426,6532083,305-2623,140-2983,062Offences against life and health

257-15-15-27Manslaughter, murder and killing

-20724,9272413,113-2252,917-2762,810Assault

3873,150-6320-1135850386Sexual offences

1211,128-20101-3511916154Rape

-1814,175-831,61961,657-541,653Drunken driving

49922,300462,6083252,7781502,504Narcotics offences

Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, which has an effect
on the number of traffic infractions in particular.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in January to September 2015 to 2019
(preliminary data)

20192)2018201720162015Offence

552,525659,148662,662628,139620,7721) Offences and infractions total1)

333,471333,283335,260359,854357,2122) Offences against the Criminal Code

158,172155,115162,460178,643178,326A. Offences against property

21,34020,99122,79324,33025,815Burglaries total

3,2783,6813,6654,0974,496Breaking into a residence

8539041,2379651,278- into a free-time residence

2,4252,7772,4283,1323,218- into another residence

2,0722,2292,3482,5763,111Breaking into business premises

5,3635,1695,8716,4937,239Breaking into a motor vehicle

10,6279,91210,90911,16410,969Other burglaries

4,4874,4364,8495,2775,920
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

1,3021,2931,2571,2381,165Robberies total

22,76123,08826,08727,28928,737Damages to property total

2,5652,4912,3462,2322,095Embezzlements total

20,69818,16117,31619,27019,464Frauds total

1,4851,2551,0711,0521,093- aggravated fraud

26,65326,95726,80427,04826,772B. Crimes against life and health

5755575464Manslaughter, murder or killing

216260280233213Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

24,92725,13425,10025,26925,035Assaults total

1,2131,2331,2091,1471,166- aggravated assault

3,1502,7632,3672,5202,092C. Sexual crimes

1,2091,000866945883Sexual abuse of a child

1,1281,007924852752Rape

9,2129,3569,05310,2219,393D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

1,4201,4141,3011,4211,255(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

1,0891,1331,1341,3991,344Impeding an official

83,83188,42885,34294,11899,119L. Traffic offences

14,17514,19313,41713,09813,466Drunken driving total

22,30021,80120,75018,86818,039Narcotics offences total

1,004888956851850- aggravated narcotics offence

Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, which has an effect
on the number of traffic infractions in particular.

1)

Preliminary data2)
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