
Finnish Travel 2009

Finnish residents’ leisure trips increased and business
travelling declined in 2009
In 2009 Finnish residents’ travelling abroad increased more strongly than in the previous years
and eight per cent more leisure trips with overnight stays in the destination country were made
than in 2008. More leisure trips with paid accommodation were also made in Finland than the
year before and their number rose by three per cent. Business trips abroad declined in all by
over one fifth and business trips in Finland by 12 per cent. These data derive from Statistics
Finland’s Finnish Travel Survey for which 19,038 people aged 15 to 74 permanently resident in
Finland were interviewed.

Figure 1. Finnish travel 2000–2009

Finnish residents aged 15 to 74 made over 2009 a total of 36.8 million trips with overnight stays, when
included are leisure trips in Finland and abroad and business and professional trips. The major part of trips
including overnight stay, over 22 million, were trips to own free-time residences and visits to relatives
and friends. In addition to overnight trips, Finnish residents made nearly 900,000 same-day trips abroad.
Same-day trips in Finland were excluded from the survey.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 2.7.2010
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Leisure trips abroad

In 2009, the number of leisure trips abroad with at least one overnight stay in the destination country was
3.6 million. Eight per cent more leisure trips were made abroad than in the previous year. The number
was up by 267,000 trips. Over this decade only in 2004 the number of trips has grown more than now.

The most popular destinations of leisure trips abroad remained the same as in the previous years. The
highest numbers of trips were made to Estonia. Every fifth leisure trip with overnight stay in the destination
country went to Estonia, i.e. 718,000 trips. The second highest number of trips were destined to Spain,
390,000. Over one half of trips to Spain, i.e. 208,000, were made to the Canary Islands. The third most
popular destination was Sweden with 378,000 trips.

As in two previous years, the ten most popular destination countries also included Italy, Germany, Greece,
the United Kingdom, Russia, Thailand and France, only the order being slightly different over these years.

In 2009 travelling increased most to the United Kingdom and Turkey and to Sweden and Germany. The
number of leisure trips made to Bulgaria and Cyprus fell most from 2008. The number of trips to Estonia
and Spain (incl. the Canary Islands) remained unchanged.

In 2009, 42 per cent of leisure trips with overnight stays in the destination country, that is, 1.5 million
trips, were package tours bought from travel agencies including at least travel to the destination and
accommodation. At the beginning of this decade still more than one half, 55 per cent, were package tours.

Figure 2. Finnish residents’ favourite destination countries for leisure
trips with overnight stays in 2009 and compared with 2008

In addition to leisure trips with overnight stay in the destination country, Finnish residents made in 2009
nearly 1.3 leisure cruises, or the same number as in the last two years. Cruises are trips that include
overnights on board only; visits can be made on shore but without overnight stays there. Around 70 per
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cent of leisure cruises, i.e. 868,000, were destined to Sweden. A total of 389,000 leisure cruises were made
to Estonia.

In addition, Finnish residents made 739,000 same-day leisure trips abroad (incl. same-day cruises) during
2009. The number of these trips rose by over one quarter from 2008. A total of 530,000 same-day trips
were made to Estonia and 148,000 to Sweden.

During 2009 Finnish residents aged 15 to 74 made a total of 5.6 million leisure trips abroad. Twenty-nine
per cent of them were destined to Estonia, 25 per cent to Sweden and seven per cent to other neighbouring
areas (Russia, Norway, Denmark, Latvia and Lithuania). In all, 3.4 million leisure trips were made to the
neighbouring areas.

Leisure trips in Finland

In 2009, 5.2 million such leisure trips were made in Finland during which paid accommodation services,
such as hotels, camping sites or rented cottages were used. The number rose by three per cent, or by
147,000 trips, compared with 2008.

The most popular destination regions for trips including paid accommodation were Uusimaa, Lapland,
North Ostrobothnia and Pirkanmaa. A total of 860,000 trips were made to Uusimaa, that is, 16 per cent
of all trips. The share of Lapland was around 12 per cent, similarly as that of North Ostrobothnia. Around
every tenth trip was made to the region of Pirkanmaa.

The number of trips with overnight stays in paid accommodation was 14.8 million, of which 6.6 million
in hotels and 3.9 million in rented cottages. Overnight stays in hotels increased by four per cent and in
rented free-time residences by three per cent from 2008.

In addition to trips with overnights in paid accommodation, 5.4 million trips were made in Finland to own
free-time residences and 16.9 million overnight visits to relatives or friends. The total number of these
trips was unchanged from 2008.

In 2009 the highest number of trips to free-time residences was made to South Savo, 680,000 trips, and
the next highest to Varsinais-Suomi, 540,000. Of visits to friends or relatives 2.6 million were made to
Uusimaa and 1.8 million to Varsinais-Suomi.

Business trips in Finland and abroad

In 2009 Finnish residents made a total of 4.6 million business or professional trips. A total of 3.5 million
business trips with overnight stays were made in Finland. In all, 1.1 million business trips were made
abroad, when work-related cruises and same-day trips are also included.

In 2009 the number of business trips in Finland fell by 12 per cent, or by 460,000 trips, from one year
before. Both in the second and third quarters around 200,000 fewer domestic business trips were made
than during the corresponding quarters in 2008. The number of business trips in Finland fell most in
September, when 145,000 fewer business trips were made than in September 2008.

In 2009, 877,000 business and professional trips including overnight stays in the destination country were
made abroad. The number of business trips abroad went down by 23 per cent from 2008. Business trips
abroad declined by a total of 269,000 trips, one half of which took place in the second quarter.

Forty-five per cent of business trips with overnight stays in the destination country, or 390,000 trips, were
headed to the neighbouring areas. By far the highest number of business trips were made to Sweden,
167,000 trips, followed by Germany and Estonia, both with around 95,000 business trips. In all, about
100,000 business trips were made to Asia, the American continent and Africa.
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During 2009, the number of work-related same-day trips was 122,000, which is nearly the same as in
2008. A total of 97,000 work-related cruises were made abroad, which is 17 per cent less than in 2008.

Persons having travelled

The data on persons having travelled were obtained by an inquiry made in connection with the Labour
Force Survey. The inquiry is very concise and in addition to personal background information it only
includes questions on whether the target person has made certain types of trips during the survey year.
The data for 2009 are based on 1,815 interviews.

The number of persons having travelled has remained fairly stable from one year to the next.

During 2009, 3.6 million, or 89 per cent of Finnish residents aged 15 to 74, made at least one trip including
an overnight stay. Included are all domestic and outbound trips, as well as trips to free-time residences,
visits to friends and relatives, and business trips.

During 2009, 1.8 million Finnish residents aged 15 to 74 made at least one leisure trip in Finland with
paid accommodation. This is 46 per cent of all those belonging to the age group. Nearly as many made at
least one such leisure trip abroad including overnight stay in the destination country.

Nearly 0.9 million persons, or slightly more than every fifth Finnish resident aged 15 to 74, made a business
trip with overnight stay in Finland or a business trip abroad with overnight stay in the destination country.

Notes to the appendix tables

[..] Data not available or too uncertain for presentation.
[ ] No observations in the survey.

In some tables the sums do not amount to the totals shown because of rounding.

4



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Overnight trips by Finnish residents aged 15 to 74 in 2004–2009................................................6

Appendix table 2. Finnish residents' leisure and business trips abroad with at least one overnight stay in the destination
country in 2004 and 2009 ...........................................................................................................................................6

Appendix table 3. Finnish residents' trips abroad by destination country in 2009 .....................................................7

5



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Overnight trips by Finnish residents aged 15 to 74 in 2004–2009

Thousands of trips

200920082007200620052004

36 84736 94536 38234 00136 83234 877TRIPS TOTAL
32 38131 72931 48629 65932 04230 351Leisure trips

4 4665 2164 8964 3424 7904 526Business and professional trips

31 01531 09130 63328 24530 93129 079DOMESTIC TRIPS
27 52327 13826 97425 04327 36025 636Domestic leisure trips
5 2285 0804 8694 8734 6374 505Domestic leisure trips with paid accommodation
3 9643 9273 7843 7143 5503 462Short trips, 1–3 nights

1 2641 1531 0861 1591 0871 042Long trips, 4 or more nights

22 29522 05722 10420 17022 72321 131Trips to own free-time residence and visits to friends and relatives
18 56118 61518 58016 75319 32817 866Short trips, 1–3 nights

3 7343 4433 5253 4173 3963 266Long trips, 4 or more nights

3 4923 9533 6593 2023 5713 443Domestic business and professional trips
5 8325 8545 7495 7565 9025 798OUTBOUND TRIPS
3 5963 3283 2303 1473 1123 022Leisure trips abroad, overnight in country of destination

1 2791 1351 1421 1031 1511 130Short trips, 1–3 nights

2 3172 1932 0882 0441 9611 892Long trips, 4 or more nights

8771 1461 0901 0171 062949
Business and professional trips abroad, overnight in country of
destination

1 3591 3791 4291 5921 7281 827Cruises, overnight on board only
1 2621 2631 2821 4691 5701 693Leisure cruises

97116147123157134Business and professional cruises

Appendix table 2. Finnish residents' leisure and business trips abroad with at least one overnight
stay in the destination country in 2004 and 2009

Overnight business and professional trips
abroad

Overnight leisure trips abroadDestination area

2009200420092004

877 000949 0003 596 0003 022 000TRIPS TOTAL
234 000232 000532 000433 000Scandinavian countries

162 000250 000920 000992 000Russia and the Baltic countries

74 00080 000815 000674 000
Southern Europe and the Canary
Islands

..136 00095 000East Mediterranean countries 1)

269 000264 000574 000389 000Western Europe

41 00044 000157 000158 000Central and East Europe

..12 000109 00080 000Africa

58 00025 000226 000117 000Asia and Oceania

26 00043 000126 00083 000America

incl. Turkey, Cyprus and Israel.1)
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Appendix table 3. Finnish residents' trips abroad by destination country in 2009

Trips totalBusiness and professional tripsLeisure trips

All business
and
professional
trips

Overnight
in
destination
country

Cruises,
overnight
on board
only

Same-day
visits

All leisure
trips

Overnight in
destination
country

Cruises,
overnight
on board
only

Same-day
visits

6 693 0001 096 000877 00097 000122 0005 597 0003 596 0001 262 000739 000
TRIPS
TOTAL

1 793 000157 00094 00028 00036 0001 636 000718 000389 000530 000Estonia

1 674 000280 000167 00069 00044 0001 394 000378 000868 000148 000Sweden

424 00035 00035 000390 000390 000Spain

271 000100 00095 000..171 000169 000..Germany

235 00052 00051 000..182 000125 000..54 000Russia

193 00020 00020 000173 000173 000Italy

188 00047 00045 000..141 000141 000
United
Kingdom

168 000....164 000164 000Greece

145 00048 00031 00017 00098 00091 000..Norway

141 00030 00030 000111 000111 000France

121 000121 000121 000Thailand

107 000....104 000104 000Turkey

107 00019 00019 00088 00088 000USA

88 00037 00031 000..52 00052 000Denmark

69 00029 00028 000..41 00041 000Austria

64 00012 00010 000..52 00052 000Latvia

63 000....56 00056 000Portugal

63 00018 00018 00045 00045 000Netherlands

59 000....51 00051 000Hungary

58 00039 00034 000..19 00019 000Belgium

53 00053 00053 000Egypt

47 00016 00016 00030 00030 000Poland

46 000....39 00039 000
Czech
Republic

45 00016 00015 000..29 00029 000Switzerland

41 00024 00024 00018 00018 000China

35 00010 000....26 00024 000..Lithuania

34 000....29 00029 000Bulgaria

21 00021 00021 000Cyprus

20 000....12 00012 000Japan

19 000....15 00015 000India

18 000....14 00014 000Ireland

15 000....14 00014 000
United Arab
Emirates

15 000....12 00012 000Iceland

15 000....11 00011 000Israel

14 000....11 00011 000South Africa

14 000........Slovenia

13 00013 00013 000Tunisia

12 000....11 00011 000Croatia

11 000........Brazil

11 000........Malaysia
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