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Employment 2019

Main type of activity and status in occupation, preliminary

Employed persons aged 65 to 74 numbered 31,700 in 2019

According to preliminary data of Statistics Finland's employment statistics for 2019, there were
31,700 employed persons aged 65 to 74 (ratio to the same-age population 4.5%). Over the
2000s, the employment rate of the population aged 65 to 74 has grown by 2.5 percentage points.
Men's employment rate in this age group has been around one percentage point higher, on
average, but during the 2010s the difference has diminished.

Number and employment rate (%) of employed persons aged 65 to
74 by sex in 2000 to 2019*
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* Data are preliminary

At the end of 2019, there were 706,700 persons aged 65 to 74 in Finland, of whom 31,700 (4.5%) were
employed persons. In this age group, there were 671,000 (95%) persons whose main activity was pensioner,
1,000 (0.1%) students and 3,000 (0.4%) in the inactive population. Around 80 per cent (25,000 persons)
of employed persons aged 65 to 74 received a pension.

During the 2000s and 2010s, the employment rate of the population aged 65 to 74, that is, the share of the
employed among the population of the same age, has grown by 2.5 percentage points. Men's employment
rate in this age group has been one percentage point higher, on average. During the 2010s, the difference
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has, however, decreased, as in 2019, men's and women's employment rates were fairly close to each other
(men's 4.7% and women's 4.3%).

In 2000, there were 8,300 employed persons aged 65 to 74 and the age group’s employment rate was
slightly under two per cent. Employment in the age group rose over the decade so that in 2010 the
employment rate was 3.5 per cent (17,000 employed persons). At the beginning of the 2010s, employment
continued to grow in the age group, and in 2014, the employment rate was 4.2 per cent (26,000 employed
persons). During 2014 to 2018, the number of employed persons aged 65 to 74 has remained stable, but
the employment rate of the age group fell slightly (the employment rate was 3.7 per cent in 2018).

Employment rate highest among persons aged 65 to 74 for those with
doctorate level degrees

The employment rate of those aged 65 to 74 with doctorate level degrees was 14.5 per cent (1,200 employed
persons) in 2019. Employment was second highest for those aged 65 to 74 with higher university degrees
(8.0%). Those aged 65 to 74 who had no education or had an unknown level of education had an
employment rate of around 2.7 per cent.

The most common qualification for employed persons aged 65 to 74 with doctorate level degrees was
Doctor of Medicinal Sciences: one quarter had a Doctor of Medicinal Sciences degree (around 300 persons).

The most common degrees for employed persons in the age group with higher university degrees were:
Master of Laws, Bachelor of Laws, Licentiate of Medicine and Specialist Degree in Medicine.

Share of employed persons aged 65 to 74 among the population of
the same age by level of education in 2019
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There were some differences between regions in the employment of persons aged 65 to 74. In Aland, the
employment rate of this age group was highest, 10.5 per cent. The employment rate of the age group in
Ostrobothnia and Uusimaa was 5.6 per cent. The employment rate was lowest for those aged 65 to 74 in
North Karelia (3.1%)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number and employment rate (%) of employed persons aged 65 to 74 by sex in
2000 to 2019

Year Employed persons aged 65 to 74, number Men’s employment rate, % Women’s employment rate, %

2000 8,288 21 1.7
2001 5,172 1.6 0.8
2002 5,533 1.7 0.9
2003 6,180 1.9 1.0
2004 7,014 21 1.1
2005 7,288 2.1 1.2
2006 10,586 3.0 1.7
2007 12,066 3.3 2.0
2008 14,240 3.8 23
2009 14,726 3.7 25
2010 17,459 4.2 2.8
201 20,282 4.5 3.2
2012 23,135 4.8 3.5
2013 24,326 4.7 3.6
2014 25,574 4.7 3.7
2015 25,208 4.4 3.5
2016 25,186 4.3 3.5
2017 25,333 4.2 3.3
2018 25,876 4.0 3.5
2019 31,660 4.7 4.3

1) Data are preliminary




Appendix table 2. Share of employed persons aged 65 to 74 among the population of the same

age by level of education in 2019

Education level All men aged  Allwomen aged Employed men Employed Men’s Women'’s
65 to 74, 65 to 74, aged 65 to 74, women aged  employment employment
number number number 65 to 74, rate, % rate, %

number

Doctoral or equivalent level 5,046 3,033 713 458 14.1 15.1

Master level education or

equivalent 24,718 23,113 2,004 1,838 8.1 8.0

Bachelor level education or

equivalent 25,930 21,167 1,617 1,329 6.2 6.3

Short-cycle tertiary education 43,305 65,100 2,213 3,234 5.1 5.0

Upper secondary or

post-secondary non-tertiary

education 126,952 145,028 5,592 6,733 4.4 4.6

Lower secondary education

or not elsewhere classified 109,021 114,278 3,517 2,412 3.2 2.1

Total 334,972 371,719 15,656 16,004 47 43

1) Data are preliminary
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