
Preliminary population statistics
2018, December

Decrease in birth rate still continues
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data for 2018, Finland's population was 5,521,773
at the end of the year. During 2018 Finland's population increased by 8,643 persons, which is
2,780 less than in 2017. The reason for the population increase was migration gain from abroad:
the number of immigrants was 15,631 higher than that of emigrants. The excess of births was
negative as the number of births was 6,988 lower than that of deaths. The preliminary total fertility
rate was the lowest in the measuring history, 1.40.

Population increase by month 2014–2018*

According to the preliminary statistics during 2018, a total of 47,307 children were born, which is
3,014 fewer than in 2017. The number of deaths was 54,295, which is 573 higher than one year earlier.

Altogether 31,720 persons immigrated to Finland from abroad and 16,089 persons emigrated from Finland
during 2018. The number of immigrants was 77 lower and the number of emigrants 884 lower than in the
previous year. In all, 8,571 of the immigrants and 10,788 of the emigrants were Finnish citizens.

According to the preliminary data, the number of inter-municipal migrations totalled 289,223 in 2018.
Compared with the previous year, the increase was 1,384 migrations according to the municipal division
of 2018.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 29.01.2019
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Same-sex marriages took legal effect in March 2017. A total of 211 women and 120 men entered into
marriage in which the spouse was of the same sex during 2018. In all, 149 women and 80 men changed
their registered partnership into marriage.

According to preliminary data by region, the population grew in 2018 only in Uusimaa, Pirkanmaa,
Varsinais-Suomi, North Ostrobothnia and Åland.

The population grew most in absolute numbers in Uusimaa, where it grew by 17,895 persons. The next
largest increase in population was seen in Pirkanmaa, 3,263 persons. Relative to the population, population
increase was highest in Åland, 11.0 per mil, in Uusimaa, 10.7 per mil and in Pirkanmaa, 6.4 per mil.
Population loss was highest in absolute numbers in the region of Etelä-Savo that lost 2,554 persons of its
population. The population of Kymenlaakso decreased by 2,000 persons, which was the second biggest
population loss. Relative to the population, the biggest population loss was found in Etelä-Savo, 17.5 per
mil.

Most migration gain from intramunicipal and international migration was collected by Uusimaa, 14,067
persons and Pirkanmaa, 3,605 persons. Most migration gain in relative terms based on total net migration
was attained by Åland, 10.6 per mil and Uusimaa, 8.4 per mil.

In absolute numbers, migration loss from total net migration was biggest in the region of Etelä-Savo, 1,272
persons. In the region of Kymenlaakso the loss was 781 persons. In relative terms, the biggest migration
loss from total net migration was found in the region of Etelä-Savo, 8.7 per mil of the population.

During 2018, migration between regions numbered 136,875. The positive gain from migration between
regions was seen in Uusimaa, Pirkanmaa, Varsinais-Suomi and Åland. In absolute numbers, the highest
gain from migration between regions was received by Uusimaa, 6,747 persons. The relative migration
gain was highest in Pirkanmaa, 5.1 per mil of the population.

Migration loss frommigration between regions was biggest in absolute numbers in the region of Etelä-Savo,
1,519 persons. Migration loss from migration between regions was biggest in relative terms also in the
region of Etelä-Savo, 10.4 per mil of the population.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Preliminary data on vital statistics by month of occurence 2018

PopulationPopulation

increase

Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationInter-
municipal
migration1)

Excess
of births

DeathsLive
births

Month /
Quarter

5 521 7738 64315 63116 08931 720289 223-6 98854 29547 307Total

5 513 5023721 2341 5502 78422 225-8624 9254 063January

5 513 445-579271 1322 05917 627-9844 6273 643February

5 513 148-2971 1541 0852 23918 455-1 4515 4053 954March

5 513 148183 3153 7677 08258 307-3 29714 95711 6601. quarter

5 513 3321841 0191 1642 18319 625-8354 8023 967April

5 514 4391 1071 2711 0352 30622 851-1644 2624 098May

5 515 7351 2961 3141 3192 63327 905-184 0524 034June

5 515 7352 5873 6043 5187 12270 381-1 01713 11612 0992. quarter

5 517 1441 4091 7061 3413 04725 951-2974 4944 197July

5 518 7801 6361 5572 2303 78740 254794 2484 327August

5 519 8831 1031 3091 9703 27930 166-2064 1293 923September

5 519 8834 1484 5725 54110 11396 371-42412 87112 4473. quarter

5 520 8429591 5231 3742 89722 790-5644 4583 894October

5 521 7288861 5359952 53019 767-6494 3363 687November

5 521 773451 0828941 97621 607-1 0374 5573 520December

5 521 7731 8904 1403 2637 40364 164-2 25013 35111 1014. quarter

These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 20181)
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Appendix table 2. Vital statistics, final data 2005–2017 and preliminary data 2018*
3)Divorces2)MarriagesPopulation

increase
Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationInter-
municipal
migration 1)

Excess
of births

DeathsLive
births

Year /
Change

13 25922 5888 64315 63116 08931 720289 223-6 98854 29547 3072018* I-IV

13 23424 3579 83314 82416 97331 797287 839-3 40153 72250 3212017 I-IV

25-1 769-1 190807-884-771 384-3 587573-3 014Change

3 4153 4901 2353 6323 9107 54256 197-2 39714 54312 1462017 I

3 1895 6933 5373 9633 6877 65071 003-42613 24712 8212017 II

3 31111 1784 7443 8945 6409 53497 38385012 52813 3782017 III

3 3193 9963173 3353 7367 07163 256-1 42813 40411 9762017 IV

13 23424 3579 83314 82416 97331 797287 839-3 40153 72250 3212017 I-IV

3 5533 6011 0042 6223 6126 23454 625-1 61814 66113 0432016 I

3 4036 0494 6053 7704 2618 03169 73583512 75213 5872016 II

3 43810 8647 6166 1455 48911 63496 5831 47112 47913 9502016 III

3 1473 9502 7644 2864 7209 00661 314-1 79714 03112 2342016 IV

13 54124 46415 98916 82318 08234 905282 257-1 10953 92352 8142016 I-IV

3 6403 6582 1282 5863 5026 08855 368-45813 92913 4712015 I

3 5156 4243 7272 5833 8916 47469 6841 14412 81413 9582015 II

3 51210 5976 8904 4485 0819 52994 4802 44212 20614 6482015 III

3 2724 0292 8102 8243 8316 65560 952-14813 54313 3952015 IV

13 93924 70815 55512 44116 30528 746280 4842 98052 49255 4722015 I-IV

13 68224 46220 48316 02115 48631 507268 9095 04652 18657 2322014 I-IV

13 76625 11924 59618 04813 89331 941266 9396 66251 47258 1342013 I-IV

13 04028 87825 40717 43313 84531 278275 7357 78651 70759 4932012 I-IV

13 46928 40825 99116 82112 66029 481276 1739 37650 58559 9612011 I-IV

13 61929 95223 84913 73111 90525 636265 73010 09350 88760 9802010 I-IV

13 52729 83625 11314 54812 15126 699258 70710 54749 88360 4302009 I-IV

13 47131 01425 83015 45713 65729 114263 62610 43649 09459 5302008 I-IV

13 22429 49723 52913 58612 44326 029273 5469 65249 07758 7292007 I-IV

13 25528 23621 37510 34412 10722 451266 79510 77548 06558 8402006 I-IV

13 38329 28318 9698 98612 36921 355269 2579 81747 92857 7452005 I-IV

These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 20181)

Marriages of women living permanently in Finland or younger spouse in same-sex marriages living in Finland.2)

Divorces of women living permanently in Finland or younger spouse in same-sex marriages living in Finland.3)
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Appendix table 3. Comparison between preliminary vital statistics in 2018 and 2017
2)Divorces3)MarriagesPopulation

increase
Net
migration

EmigrationImmigrationInter-
municipal
migration1)

Excess
of births

DeathsLive
births

Year /
Change

3 4643 412183 3153 7677 08258 307-3 29714 95711 6602018* I

3 4475 5002 5873 6043 5187 12270 381-1 01713 11612 0992018* II

3 36610 4124 1484 5725 54110 11396 371-42412 87112 4472018* III

2 9823 2641 8904 1403 2637 40364 164-2 25013 35111 1012018* IV

13 25922 5888 64315 63116 08931 720289 223-6 98854 29547 3072018* I-IV

3 4243 8251 7124 2243 1317 35557 064-2 51214 61912 1072017* I

3 1815 8474 28412 9272 8337 54171 236-42413 18712 7632017* II

3 27111 1535 5504 6434 7049 34797 11290712 43813 3452017* III

3 2223 8591 3813 4112 5635 97462 992-1 04912 97311 9242017* IV

13 09824 68412 92716 98613 23130 217288 404-3 07853 21750 1392017* I-IV

40-413-1 694-909636-2731 243-785338-447
I 2018* - I
2017*

266-347-1 697-9 323685-419-855-593-71-664
II 2018* - II
2017*

95-741-1 402-71837766-741-1 331433-898
III 2018* - III
2017*

-240-5955097297001 4291 172-1 201378-823
IV 2018* -
IV 2017*

161-2 096-4 284-1 3552 8581 503819-3 9101 078-2 832
2018 * -
2017*

These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 20181)

Divorces of women living permanently in Finland or younger spouse in same-sex marriages living in Finland.2)

Marriages of women living permanently in Finland or younger spouse in same-sex marriages living in Finland.3)
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Appendix table 4. Preliminary vital statistics by region 2018 and change compared to 2017 final
data, quarters 1–4

Population  
increase

Net  
immigration

Net migration  
between  
regions1)

Excess  
of births

Area/region 1)

Change2018*Change2018*Change2018*Change2018*

-1 1908 64380715 631---3 587-6 988WHOLE COUNTRY

-1 2418 31774615 383-21-68-3 553-6 998MAINLAND FINLAND

56417 8951 4197 320-1 0576 747-6923 828Uusimaa

-8281 3062381 364-866950-261-1 008Varsinais-Suomi

-409-1 751-205540-141-1 159-146-1 132Satakunta

-223-1 284-159145156-774-267-655Kanta-Häme

5383 2632009655312 640-236-342Pirkanmaa

-90-547-17484-26-253-130-778Päijät-Häme

148-2 00022370246-1 151-188-1 219Kymenlaakso

-464-1 105-113384-262-689-122-800South Karelia

-773-2 554-61247-536-1 519-149-1 282Etelä-Savo

166-95728395172-431-67-921Pohjois-Savo

378-721-93312486-192-92-841North Karelia

-232-397-10417-34-102-234-712Central Finland

-205-1 15527307-51-911-227-551South Ostrobothnia

382-114-393614692-710-6-18Ostrobothnia

-89-336-73122-38-505-3847Central Ostrobothnia

-3653411281579-1 117-521643North Ostrobothnia

-30-87423149-35-551-15-472Kainuu

291-693-99433663-341-162-785Lapland

51326612482168-3410ÅLAND

These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 20181)
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Appendix table 5. Preliminary data by region on immigrants and emigrants according to country
of departure/destination 2018, quarters 1–4

Net migratonEmigrationImmigrationArea / 
region 1)

Nordic  
countries

EU 28  
countries

TotalNordic  
countries

EU 28  
countries

TotalNordic  
countries

EU 28  
countries

Total

-425-2 23015 6314 10211 40916 0893 6779 17931 720WHOLE COUNTRY

-527-2 33115 3833 73611 00815 6483 2098 67731 031MAINLAND FINLAND

-204-1 4417 3201 7055 9198 3911 5014 47815 711Uusimaa

-67-831 3643968961 2003298132 564Varsinais-Suomi

-4-16654048427510442611 050Satakunta

-12-891454921829637129441Kanta-Häme

-39-1989652197791 1241805812 089Pirkanmaa

13-484847723534790187831Päijät-Häme

-14-183705116122837143598Kymenlaakso

-21-56384471482442692628South Karelia

1-1624723971482481395Etelä-Savo

36-113953319331369182708Pohjois-Savo

-20-46312481351992889511North Karelia

1-414178530246186261878Central Finland

7-23076214421069142517South Ostrobothnia

-154-1586144415428192873841 433Ostrobothnia

2121223658733870195Central Ostrobothnia

-69-178152054246201364071 435North Ostrobothnia

8101491655882465237Kainuu

937433195275377204312810Lapland

102101248366401441468502689ÅLAND

These statistics apply the regional division of 1 January 20181)
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Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Live births by quarter 1996–2017 and preliminary
data 2018*

Appendix figure 2. Deaths by quarter 1996–2017 and preliminary
data 2018*

Appendix figure 3. Intermunicipal migration by
quarter 1996–2017 and preliminary data 2018*
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Appendix figure 4. Immigration by quarter 1996–2017 and preliminary
data 2018*

Appendix figure 5. Emigration by quarter 1996–2017 and preliminary
data 2018*
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